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LEAD- I N  

As F . F .  was belatedl y  ready to g o  to the printer (see top p. 28 ) ,  we 
received an artic l e  on the C l eveland a f fair too topical to delay . Peter 
Rogerson's piece preceded the astonishing l etter to the Guardian and 
Northern Ec ho by 1 1  fellow paediatricians supporting Dr Karietta Higgs . 

To deal firstly with the Higgs' f a n  clu b (or Football C l u b  a la 
Mandela?>, 98 out of 121  childre n invol ved have been returned home . The 
doctors su ggest they have access to information which su ggests up to 90% 
have been sent back f or more abu se. If that is the case and they are 
still being a bused, those doctors are as guilty as the parents and 
deserve to be struck o f f .  

T h e  1 1  signatories ware gathered b y  someone previously unheard o f  
cal l ed O r  V a l  North , who to journalists' e mbarrassment was found t o  be 
the wife of Dr Geo f frey Vyatt! Yyatt throughout has appeared a Baldrick 
figure to Riggs' B l ac k  Adder. Higgs herself has a l so the ro l e  of a 
fema l e  Matthew Hopkins . The Yitchfinder Ge neral f or the 1980s took the 
same route for seeking out evil marks o f  the Devi l such as extra teats 
in 1647-9, which were nothing more than scabs and abcesses, easi l y  f ound 
given most victims' destitution, and in the 1980s Chil d-Abuser via ana l 
dilation , which cou l d  have a multitude of causes. 

Xiddle sbrough X. P .  Stuart Bell immediately made the 
witc hcraftconnection and went onto write a boo k , "\'hen Sa l e m  Game to the 
BoroN. Fe l low X.P . Richard Hal t ,  who had supported crisis-torn families 
in his Langbaurgh constituency , has commented on a playground rhyme 
where you ng children chant a chorus which shows they see Higgs and �yatt 

as figures of fear and scorn. It goes : 
·. -, TM docton are corn-1 

tng to take !IOU awav. I 
.. LookoiifrH erircome� Mar-idta, • 

And !M !Ql/S !M'S A j ctmllng to get-val . / ... Th.el/ 1D01l"t ltt !IOU plalf I 
todall· ··- . . ;.,, ... - .J 

There is also , I u nderstand,a song sung on the terraces in an effort to 

demora l ise Middl esbrough F . C .  players and f ans re l ated to the crisis.  

The hysteria has b l inded most interested parties and observers to 

rati onality , with the likelihood of people taking widely opposed sides . 

Vhat cannot be dismissed is the fact that there is c h i ld abuse in 

Cleveland , and proba bly no worse than anywhere else . Also that Higgs i s  

a zealot who has awakened undercurrents in soc i ety whi ch are far from 

clear. 

Witches, Buggers 
and Grey Meanies 

e�t·,...�oan 1450 and 1750, up·,...ards of lOtJ, 000 i'�ople were put �o deat;l tn .:. 
-;eries oi w1r.cn hunts, in '"'tnch peopi.e. ill3tnly .,.,ome-n . .  ,.,ere accused 
oiengaging in the most lit�raliy diabolic and blasphemous activity that 
the the comrounity could iill3gine. In ;n.,.ny or these hunts the accusers 
were children; perpetrators could be identifled by secret signs on the 
body, best discovered by specialist experts. 

In 1987 i.n Cleveland, in the !l'orth of England, dozens of men were 
accused of committing the most diabolically obscene acts that the 
comrounity could li113g1ne -- buggering -:;heir own children. Victims could 
be diagnosed by ex?erts detecting secret signs on their bodies. 

In the early 1980s in communities across the United States, cnildren 
reported that they �ad been the victims of the worst possible thing 
their communit.ies could imagine -- ritualised abuse by Satanist groups, 
involving animal and human sacrifice and supernatural powers. Again 
victims are diagnosed by secret body signs. 

In the same historical and geographical space, hundreds of people 
belive that they are the vtcti� of the 'KOrst thing they can imagine, de 
facto rape by extraterrestrial beings who can abduct them froM their 
homes, and do terrible things such as impregnate them, remove !ortuses 
from their bodies, or otherwise humiliate and abuse them. The only 
physical evidence is again secret signs on the body which can be 
detected by experts. In both cases experts have ways oi making the 
victims talk -- disclosure work/hynotic regression. 

One can see both the parallels and differences here. the struggle 
between those who have a mission to rescue humankind from the secret 
evil andnameless wildness in the heart of ci�ilisation, to hold out hope 
to the secret victims, who are being victimised when theyt should be 
most secure, and those who see obsessed outsiders working out their own 
phantasies on peaceful and innocent communities and creating "mass 
hysteria". The secret signs on the bodies: though traditionally'it was 
the perpetrator who had the secret sign, now it is the victim; then 
women were seen as perpetrators, now as victims. 

There are clear cultural differences between images of the •worst 
thing of all", though accusations of child abuse, incest, buggery and 
infanticide are part of alt witchcraft traditions, today additional 
supernatur�l elements are still mora acceptable in the more fundament­
alist religiose United States than in more secular Britain. 

The two modern images of secret abuser form a clear polarity. the 
child abuser is often presented as a figure of wild uncontrolled lust, 
an animal who will abuse anything including holes in floorboards, only 
one step away from cannabalism: converslythe extraterrestrial abductor, 
like the doctors in Cleveland case, were presented as figures of 
authoritarian evil, unemotionally taking away children/foetuses from 
weeping parents. the abductorwas the great social worker in the sky, who 
had about him, her or it more than the whiff of the pitiless angel of 
death. thus there are two images of evtl, excess of uncontrolled animal 
passion versus excess of intellectual obsession. Two images of the 

!reason why things and people !all apart -- passionate abuse by the 
closest; passionless abuse by the remotest. 

'.'bat ended Sal<:! m and Cleveland, as '"'ith -;o many witch hunts, was that 
th� accusatlons ceased to be directed agains� the "terrible others•, 
the gysles, the Jews, the social work cases, the savages, the reds under 
the beds, the j unicies, l'!oonioas, the blaclts, paks and yellows, the grey 
meanies from out there; instead they began to be turned on the aifluent, 
successful, t.he holdt;trs oipower and authority, the nice, respectaole 
i'eople like us. Thqn the ruler; .:all a hal:, -;ay it ·..ras all a <ieiu-;1on -
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- 1� tha casa ot w1tcacraft tha rul1 ng alites barricauad :namselves 

ag.ll nst the darknesli 1n human o.aan.:; be h1nd meco.an1cal pa1losopny a�d 

Capab1l t y Brown 3ardao.s . 
rhera nave grown up 3rcund Claveland two stereotypes : the m�t o., 

promotad oy Stuart B.all. :<. P., oi a b .. ay:; lnnd,
. 

always tov1n� . aood , _ 

fami l las" broken up �y w1ckaa t a m1 n1sts , ana taat at baatr l x �ampoell � 

of always Lnno•:ent childran corru?taa by WlCi<'3d ao.ult roen. The records 

oi genu1ne cbLld s�x r1ngs ana the rola oi r.h1lare� 1n ?as• ?ers�cutlons 

put a 1 ia to both comiorung myths. 'olb3.t u :�deed does unl <.a tha ur.age OI 

to.e abus1ng rather, the autborltarlan doctor and the grey mean1e 1n tna 

sicy, is t hat they have power ovar others, whom they come to see as 

obj acts to be d i s posed oiat theLr whim. Behind this folklore one detects 

the �essaga that any ra l a tLonsbip in wh t ch one human being has power 

overano ther hucan be1ng LS potantlally corrupting on both stdes; that 

evll is not a perogat t ve ol' ·them", but or.uu prascen t in the structures 

o i all soc 1 et y. By Peter Rogerson 
Back0round raading : 
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Clavelan.:i child abuse cnsis". Pan. 1987. 

Campbell, Beatr i x . •unofficial Secrets : child sex abuse, the Cleveland 
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German noxious 
noodles hy�teria 

EDWINA CURRIE seemed to end up with 
egg on her face. Her condemnation of all 
egg production being infected with 
salmonella. appeared over the top, but: 
there would seem to be something trulyj 
wrong with egg production. 

She was basically right, but she paid for h
.
er· 

honesty. Nonnally government Ministers deny., 
play down or reassure us. She panicked us. 1 

Her's wu the unm.lnistertall&nruar• of nunour.monrennr.• 
It wu the stomach-chumlnr style of atory which 11 more aldn• 
to cont&m.lnation fantasies. 

These cont&m.lnaUon rumours earn an eerie ldnd of credl· · 
bWty u they spread. Everyone'a heard about the cat food. 
alleredly served In Chinese restaurants, the bubbleiUm wtth 1 
extra. Juiclneu because lt 11 laced wtth splderJ' errs. or· 
hamburrer cha.tn which pada Ita patttea wtth maahed 
tarthwonnl. 

Such stories have played on our doubts about ethnic dl.shel -
thourh rrowtnr muttt.ractallty hu made auch atoriu ten, 
trequent- or the dubious nature of Junlt food. I 

The humble err hardly looked Ukt a candldate for a major 
���e���:

boUed people would not twallow auch a awy acare. l 
Uaually stories ot retttnr the llku of breaded rat at the tried . 

j:.!���e�:Ot\!t:!�����r
k �':,'urrr:.� nowhere. Ukt cUrty 1 

The Great Err Scare wu dltferent. It cam� trom no luaer I 
:!:�e�rJ:tm�:-u���tt!=.ter ICdwtna CUrrtt. It

.
wu j 

But equally, just Uke In bustneu, the btrrer the com&any the j 
�c:��'ur::!: �� l:' roo�tt.� � ��r� :.�e0� ' 
tall. . ' 

She hu fallen trom BT&Ce but lean• many unhappy about 
the teedlnr and breedlnr of ehlcll:en�. The· nation had been . 
larrety unaware of the lurldnr dancer and lht wu saytnr 
somethinr which a voluble and powertul section of people 

ror:��u::'e
d�r:..:� bro&dcut. She had otfe�dtd th&� funomt , 

Accordlnr to Or Richard L&cey, Proteuor of CUnlcaJ 
Mlcroblotorr at Leeda, food pollontnr trom erf1 attects about 
l.S.OOO people a year - kJ.I.IJnr one a week. He saya 10 tar thlJ 
year 1.2.000 c:uea of poLIOntnr by salmon.Ua 111t.rlt1dLI have 
been reported. Th1.t could be a traction ot the problem, wtth 
more than ten ttmn the number of cues not nported, u 
people tee! otf colour but not sutttctenUy bad to COnluit a 
doctor. Erp or chicken meat have attected them. 

However, Britain' I curnnt err phobia 11 not the tlnt tlmt 
l\lch a rutronomlc d.lsaater hu befallen. 

Hard on the hee11 of the much-pubUclud Auetrtan Wine 
scandal In 18M came the noxious noodl11. It made the wtnt• 
cum-anti.treeze sap look small beer. 

SaJu ot noodlu In Weat Germany's t200m • .a. yur put& 
lndWitry halved durtnr the summer of 1888, wtth food manu. 
tacturerJ forced to drutically cut back production. 

In thl.l cue the whbUe·blower wu a top vet. who dl.scovered 
· that mJlllon.s ot errs used by put& m&ken were more than one I week old. Con.sumer protection otflcl.&ll pubUclud the report, I 

TV loUowed wtth nauaeaUnr loot.a(t of erp chuminr on 1 
noodle a.ssembly Unes and then housewives panicked. 

Pndlctably the head of the Gennan put& assoclation 
claimed ttwu all"absolute hysteria." 

I Such scandal.J have way• ot croutnr naUonaJ trontierJ and 
traveWnr In time. The spectre ot the Gennan1' problema wtth 

1 rotting egp hu been replaced In the U.K. wtth the J&l.tnoneUa. 
1 scare and now ?ur err Industry hu been put In bad odour. 

MesiTierized by 
ClarkGable 

THERE is a saying that great events cast 
their shadows before them. 

Perhaps Edwina Currie's revelation was pre· 
saged by comments in that august journal New 
Scientist. 

Columnlat Artadne dl.scuued credullty and wUdute In the 
November 2S Issue. The. writer relates b4Lnr brourht up to 
beUeve that If you pushed a hen'a head down to the ground and 
then chalked a Une In tront of lt, the hen would remain 
tran.stlxed unW thellne wu rubbed out. 

Th1l 11 toUowed by mustnr• on whether the Une must be 
drawn then and there before the hen's eyu or whether a pre· 
vtously chalked Une wtU do; or tor that matter whether lt hu 
to be stralrht &head ot the hen or aerou Its tront. 

No one ot Arladne'1 acquaintance had ever experimented to · 
test thl.l a.uerUon. However, other have. 

The subject wu debated In the Dally Mirror durtnr ltTS. 
Reader Ivor Snook had heard of two v&rl&nu on mesmert.Dnr 
chicken.a and on vtslttnr &farm he put the theortea to the test. 

"I wu told abo that the same ettect could be achieved by 

�:!"L�:. �erJe�'�! �:::� ��f w�! sf=e� 1! =� 
catchlnr each hen In turn, endlnr up wtth about a dozen hen� 
all feat uteep In a row. · 

"I then caurht the cockerel and held Its be&k to the IJ'OWid. 
Havtnr no ch&lk, I simply picked up a stick and drew lt sharply 
away trom the cock's bealt. . "He stayed there, 10 I caurht another cockerel, placed hl.m .  
at th e  other end o t  th e  ro w  an d  dld Ukewlle. I wu amazed &tl 
my etforts, with a coclt at each end and a dosen hel\1 between.. 
alllnadeepltateof mumertsml" : 

ApparenUy th1l trick hu abo bean demo111tated on the 
aUver screen. In the mm "Adventure," starrtnr Cl ark Gable 
and Greer Garaon, Gable jU5t made a Une In the dust wtth hll• 
��d��J��:!.

the hen'• beak In the furrow. 'lbe hen,.._, 

Another .Mlrrvr reader, 0. Joluuon, recaJ.led bow durtnr the, 
lut war, In Burma. they were otten short ol a meal, 10 hypo' 
nottzed the native chlcktnl by dr&wtnr a Une on the ground. 
The vtll.&fei'J beUeved they had put the ..,u eye on their fowl 
and would five them •rf1 to remove the speU. 

A Great Err Sca.re apoc-e letter In the Newt of the World 
went some way toward.l l.lnltlnr another tale to te1t one's 1 
credullty. Mnl R. BeU, of Brtstol, recountl taldnr up l!:dwlna'al 
advtce to pen.sloners and trytnr to lr.nlt a wooUy hat. It wu 
111ch a dlsuter she turned lt Into an err Corf. 

Which neaUy brtnp us to a story which 11 detlnltely, 
apocryphal - unleu, ot cOUrte, you lalow otherwt.se - and hu 
�everLl var1&t1on1. A Yorltahin nrston hu chlckel\1 u.ttnr 
brewer's mash and b4comtnr 10 drunk that they collap11 and 

ap��=r·s wUe ttnda them, UJU.mea mortality 11u pa.ued 
and st.arU to pluck them. She hu juat tlnl.shed when one st&rtl 
to revtve and strut .around. She then hu the problem ot 
keeptnr them warm, otherwtae they w1ll cert&lnly dle. So she 
11t1 about lcnitttnr each one a warm coat to wear unW the 
feathers grow ap.tn. , 

A tn.lii&Uant1c v&rl&nt had two chicken� born nady plucked 
and farmer Jane Glanin1, of Petaluma, CaWorn.ta. mak.l.nc 
them tiny aultl for the winter, and hoptnr to breed them u 
oven.ready. 

LuUy on th1l theme, a Cambridre paper had a l'ulbom lady 
wrtnr a chiclr.en'a neclt and pluck lt tor Sunday lunch. a .. 
tununr to the kitchen she wu horrtlled to su tt traverstnr the 
Ooor - and tllled wtth remorJe she aat up &U ntcht knlt:ttnr lt a 
romper luit. whleh lt wore unW teatherJ crew. 

.. j i!1 j-ijlllllllll;.;;;;.�: Cu-rrie mar visit :; 
. ::---··- :; them la b,eloc 3 
� A CON III.&D wbo 3 hW>t.ed br police In 3 j § tri e s  to trick f Hove, Sussex. � 
i rn:m�::s :1.:.-.r� : 11111111111111111 .. 1 :tl, i 



6 Extremely fowl stories 
A ret�cher Into atr&nr• phenomenA, 
Bob Slt1Mer. h.I.S sltted through thoul&llds 

· ol newspa.pera 8J'Id pertodlc.ala going ba.cll. 
centurtes In search of the ml.rt.culous. 

To read tully hl..s &ccounteot wh&th&ve 
..Uegedly been tound within the eggs of 

· domestic towl would pul8J'IYOne ott eggs 

•. 
fo��er thAn deal too great & blow to the 
beleagured Industry, I will merely U.t 

egp: Uve wads t.nd sna.kea, col.nl, gold 
nurgets.loat wedding rings 8J'Idl. patol 

�d;;pa.nntodd lma.ges sometlmea 
occur on the outerahells auch u He.lley'a 
comet, numberaorwritlng. Remember 
thallon aymbol 8J'Id tlgures ofyesteryea.r! 
PerhAps 1. more a.pproprtate symbol would 
be the buillslt or cockat:rtce- reportedly 

' h.l.tclled trom t.n eu l.a.ld by 8J'I old cock 
8J'Id tncuba.ted by a. tDadl_ -· 

w�t h.I.S b�en reporu.d \!1 hen o� �uck 

----------,1 epidemic wu Jn-�87B 
when botull•m cl1lmed 

11ve r a l  llvea ­

particularly penaloners, 

part i c u l ar l y  through 

ulmon. · 

t.atet' ane touna tn• conf...-d he hed ec­

c.at lying .-t the back cldentelly dropped a 

d o o r I o o k I n g Il l , bott l e  on the feline'a 

Botulbml1 She r1ng her he•d th1t montlng •nd 

huablnd, told him 1bout lettltgroggyl 1978 
year of 
the cat 
story 

A .-tort then did the 
ro u nda, • pracla of 

wh ich I'll gl\le. 
A man uaually took 

a endwlch ea to wor k  
1nd hi• wlft opened a 
tin of ulmon. Atter all, 

aht told her111f, tht 

botulltm acart waa 

ovar. Thare wu aome 

the c•t 1nd •• he'd The women w11 ,..... 

uten hi• pecked lunch, ll•v•d to know t h e  

h e  c1lled a t•xl a n d  a a l m o n  w •• not to 
ruahed to hoapltll. In blema, but wh•t would 
c•aualty a doctor er• her huebend uy when 
r1ngad for him to h•v• he 111med how he had 
hla atomech pumped not needed auch dru-tlc 
1nd he wu d.-tllned for medic.al•ttentlon 7 
obaervaUon in laol1tlon. P•rh•pa • new urt..n 

M e a n w h 11 1 t h 1 legend will clrcullita In 
mllkm•n h•d c1lled •nd the wake of the .-torm In 

THE la.-t m•lor national left 10 aht gave it to the 
wu Inquiring about the an egg cup. 
cet'a h11tth. Then he L--------� 

f o o d p o I • � n I n � ce
_
t. 

MAn-. �y. Dccember lO; 1981-15-

Stamp of 

disapproval 

for 
'futile delivery 

A HARTLEPOOL party-goer was cut 
. to the quick when his doorstep antics 
:were given the chop. 

The 17 yur-old youth spent a. night In hospital ! atter trying to lmpreu .. female ruut with p&rt 
•oChl..se.natomy. 

The lucll.less l&d'l trouble• atarted &tttr he I trted to g&tecruh & birthday party In the 
ChesterRo&due&. 

Furloua at tlnding hlmaelt lett out In the cold 
he trted to get el o .. r to the action by posting tht 
part that .other beert C&lUlOt reach through the letter box. 

The shocked young lady on the receiVing en4 
cn..shed the letter box cloaed. lea.vtnr him hop· 
ping m&d 8J'Id In nHd of emergency treatment a.t 

}(ow and again we hear of a story which has all 

the hallmarks of an urban legend and dismiss it 

as collectable but fiction and certainly unwor­

thy of actual inquiry. One such was brought home 

by my teenage children. It involved penis injury 

in curious circumstances. A youth, worse the 
·
·wear for drinlt, attempted to gatecrash a party. 

Vhen locked out of the revelry he unwisely 

chose to open the letterbox and display an item 

male anatomy. An unimpressed girl slammed down 

the flap. An ambulance was called and the casu­

alty department attended to Percy. 
A sceptical newsdesk at the Xail, Hartlepool, 

sent the intrepid Jackie Gough to Dyke House 

School to investigate. She confirmed the Scree­

ton•' veracity and wrote a commendably tasteful 

piece
·
. Further confirmation for. the reporting 

&taff came in the form of telepohoned pleas 

from the parent• whose illicit party was inter­

rupted and the embarrassed exhibitionist's par­

ents. The Mail promised not to name names; be­

ing under no such obligation, we identify Tracy 

Yillis as party holder and Julie Stokell as 

amateur surgeon. The lad's name? I think he's 

suffered sufficiently, though he's become some­

thing of a local celebrity <Mail, Hartlepool, 

20/12/88; Sun, 21/12/88>. Ve keep reminding you 

all urban tales come true at some point. 

Hartlepool General Ha.pltal. 
He wu treated 8J'Id det.a.tned overnight for 

"observ&Uon" while guests &t the birthday buh 
carrtedon their celebrations. 

A hoapltal apokeawoma.n contl.rmed that a 
younr ma.n was treated 8J'Id detained on 
Thursday night but declined to reveal the extent 
ot his 1njurtes . 

AT a sec ret.
' 

location In 
the South, sci­
e nt is t s  a r e 

hoping to so lve a 
pe r e n  n la I 
summer mystery 
whi ch ha s 
become a ·slily 
season stand-by. 

The mystery ls the 
riddle ot the corn . 
circles. 

S o m e w h e r e  In 
Ha.mpahlre a. team of 15 
aclentbta have amused t. 
barra.r• ot electronic . 
wtzardry to make the i 
ant sertoua ua&ult oa 
the cdnundrum. 

Tht clrclea &re prtc:Ue 
rlnp of tlatt.ned cropa · 
IUCh u wheat and ba.rley,. 
usue.lly about 30 feet In 
diameter, end h&vtnr � 
smaller sateiUtes. ott111 
e xa c t l y  at a. l l  tour 

-0'0�� :�:P sclentbta 1 
who wW bt kept tntormad · 
ot t h e  lnvutt r a. t t o n ,  
which bepn o n  J un e  12 
and wW lut ten wtelu, Ill 
ArchieRoy. 

P r o teuor Ro y ,  O fl 
Gl asrow Unlvtrslty'l 
a.stronomy department, 
said: "TI\1.1 · Ill tht moat• 
sertout resea.rch belnr: 
earned out e.nywhere In .  

th e  world to tln d  out the• 
C&UMOfthe�. 

Continued 
1.EL Page 25 

· "The
·· a.rt a tremendouaty lnt:rtruJnr 

mystery -the most b&ttUnr thlnr I can think ot. 
' 

"I haYt no Idea wh&t causes them - but they art so reomet:rtc&Uy prtel.se they could not h&n !��.,.,::.�· by &aythlnr natural like a 

For the past two yt&rl, tht stationary 
transient whlrlwtnds theory (S.T.W.T.) hu held 
sway. p&rtly btcaust mo1t altarnativll were 

outra�A(; INATIVE SPECUlATION 
UnW recently the subject wu tht provenance ot utolort.sts surresttnr tht clrclll were tlytnr 

·saucer "neat."! When the S.T.W.T. emerred u tront runner trom the cornucopia ot �&tin 
lp4Cul&t1on. I fait Ita endoi"Jement by both 
s c i e n t i fic a nd p r o r rual v t  u t o l o rtc&l 
ut&bU.hmenta wu huty t.nd a.n l!:m�ror'l 
New Clothtl m&nltest&Uon. I..J.Jta tht birth 
trauma hypotheall to explain alien a.bductiona. tt 
looked very attractive on the Nrtact. The 
S.T.W.T. wu. lnvtttnr becauM· lt &ppt&Hd to blow &way the lp4CU&lt1on. trom tbe wtlder 
ahorttofutolofl'. · . . · · . : · · . Modem utoloa hu·m&turtd pu.tly over:the 
put decade and much to many people's ch.l.rrln tbt extraterrestrial theory ot lnterp..l&ctic 'IUI· tort llu been replaced by the poutbWty that the · phenomenon 1.1 a complex m&t:rtx ot reotope&l 
t.nd meteorololfe&l tnerpts lnten.cttnr aom•· 
timet wttb a p.ycholope&l rtsponte - the 
l!:arthll�thts ICinario. · · Altamatlvu to S.T.W.T. han Included: 
human cauM, either a hoax by pole t.nd chaJn or 
"Druid wor1hlp": hov trlnr hallcoptar 
downdra.ught damare or milltary remotely 
pUotad vehiclu: dropping zones tor hippy 
convoy dnip IUpply; chemle&l W&11art testtnr: 
parallel universe lnttracUon: tlytnr saucer landinp: earth enerCY force tteldl aatoelated . wtthlays: anddeeror hedrehop (!) m&tlnf. l So tu tht moat exhaustive probe Into the 1 . phenomenon hu been by· mateorolort.st Or . 
Ttnnct �aaden, who•• rutarcbtt were . 
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By Paul Screeton 
summ&rlled tully In & booltley on tht subject by 
Jenny RIJ'Idlet t.nd Paul Fuller. "Mystery of tht 
Clrclu" elalma to lM open-minded, but the 
excellent dJatWatton· Ill bl& .. d towud• tht 
S.T.W.T. 

Arnetnr that the S.T.W.T. wu �sslbla, Pa.ul 

�u�.'N; �::. o:d � 8:' traU 
e�. ��:: 

rather thAn a circle. ·• 
· · The RIJ'Idles/Fuller booltlet brtetly menUona 

my favoured Un• ot·lnqulry. There mention Ill 
made of & •trcmr elactro-magnetic t1eld &ttecttnr 
bl&du of fTU5, f'IIOlogy ls Invoked a.nd bulce.lly 
dJacardtd.. Than "lt natural ton:u can cause 
circle still, why have they juat tta.rted dolnf so, 
and wby alw&ys on Frtda.y t.nd Saturday 
nights?" Rumana do aome tunny. thlnp when the 
puba shut on week-end avantnr•· Drunll.en 
ho&xert at work or- courtmr couplu h&YIInf a. 
roUinthehayf . · · 

Away trom modem poes1bWt1tl of Inebriation 
and luat, ancient burial rttu IOUIId poalttvely 
mund8J'I•. Could the mystery circles be no more than the rtm&inl ot pre!Ustortc barrow• t 

John Keevtl, wrttlnr In the lett.rt column or a 
national newspa.per, surrested: "These e.nclent 
peoplu probably selected a. s!1rht r1aa In the 
level of the surroundlnr 18J'Id Into which they 
carrted their chief, then duf a. circular trnch 
&round tht ana, heaplnf tht soU Into a mound In 

tht centre and probably bnngtnr soU trom out-
side tht ana u well. . 

"Durlnr the . lit�\ and 20th centurtea eJl soU 
a.bove the l\lrT'OW1dln( rround l ... el would have 
bten cle&nd a.w&y by mech&nle&l cultiva.tlon. 
even the or1(1nal humus-rich top soU of tht 
allrhUy raised area. the only· remnant ot tht 
ortgtnal work bttnr tht humu1-rtch aoU In the 
ctrcular trench which had accumul&ted over the 
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The Sewer Men Are 
Coming By Michael Goss 
Most of us feel the notion that rats will inherit the Earth is 

a remote possibility. A few of us regard it as a faint probabil­

-ity. Father Fairing recognised it as a sombre inevitability. 

Some time in the depressed Thirties, the priest - dispirited by 

the sordid, irremediable starvation of his New York parish and 

realising the Day of the Rodent was nigh - renounced the world 

for a second time and descended into the sewers with a Baltimore 

Catchechism, a breviary "and for reasons nobody found out, a 

copy of Knight's Modern Seamanship." Down there he set about 

converting the rats to Catholicism. His journal recorded the 

course of his trials and struggles from the moment he blessed 

the foul currents that swept past his driftwood shelter in order 

to obtain a ready supply of holy water for baptism. He battled 

with recalcitrant students like Ignatius, a sceptical rodent who 

insisted that the doctrine of indulgences was nothing but Marxist 

communism; he reputedly formed a sexual liaison with a female rat 

baptised Veronica, who wished to become a nun. (Difficult, thought 

Father Fairing; he would have to consult the Bishop on that one). 

In return for their spiritual nourishment, three rats per day had 

to provide the priest's physical equivalent; the liver was Fair­

-ing's special favourite and even the tails were palatable if 

boiled long enough. 

Eventually the exclusive rat diet, Ignatius' communistic leanings 

or something else proved too much. Father Fairing vanished; his 

journal was discovered later upon a cairn of stones, bricks and 

sticks inside a 36-inch pipe with the breviary, but the Catchechism 

and Knight's Modern Seamanship had disappeared as utterly as their 

owner. And in time the Rat Priest joined the alligators as yet 

another legend of the New York sewer-system. 

Father Fairing appears (though not in person) as another element 

to disturb the equanimity of Benny Profane, hero ·of that under­

-ground classic � (1963) - a novel, of course, which contributed 

so much to the sewer 'gators legend. Whether he ever existed as 
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real person or real NY legend outside the pages of Thomas Pynch­

-on's novel I cannot say and it may be foolish even to ask. But 

then, the Father is just one of a select band whom popular lore 

has ensconsed in the sewers: not as casual visitors, necessarily, 

but as fulltime residents. At times, books, films and to a less 

obvious extent oral tradition have toyed with the idea of what 

it might be like down below and what such an existence might do 

those who managed it. So move over, rats and 'gators. Here we 

have Life in the Sewers, huma�-style. 

Of course, it's a ridiculous idea, but the imaginattve processes 

behind all creative fiction furnish motives and circumstances to 

make it seem moderately plausible. Using actual incidents, exploi­

-ting a certain wish to believe in the incredible, the vision 

comes to · something that resembles reality. Apart from an over­

zealous priest with an eccentric notion about converting the rats 

before they inherit the Earth, who would possibly want to live in 

the sewers? Answer: those who had .nowhere else to go, those who 

didn't want the rest of us to know what they were up to • .  Picture 

a human being in desperate circumstances and it begins to make 

sense .. nearly. 

John Hollingshead was in no doubt that his Victorian contemporar­

-ies believed firmly in these romantically-wretched figures. "Even 

now, in these days of new police and information for the people, 

it would not be difficult to find many tho�sands who look upon 

(sewers) as secret caverns full of metroplitan banditti," he 

reflected. "When the shades of evening fall upon the City, 

mysterious whispered 'Open sesames' are heard in imagination near 

trap-door side-entrances, and many London Hassaracs or Abdullahs, 

in laced boots and velveteen jackets, seem to sink through the 

pavement into the arms of their faithful comrades. Romances, as 

full of startling incidents as an egg is full of meat, have been 

built entirely upon this underground fonndation • •  ". CD 

And these so-believeable romances commemorated tales - true, half­

true - about the network of subterranean escape-routes to and from 

the notorious moral-free rookeries down which fugitives took their 

rapid exits when the police came calling. Although most of these 

rookeries were distant memories when Holligshead wrote, they and 
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their sewer-loving secret societies lingered on in popular lore 

- most conspicuously, as he says, as fit theme for written or 

acted melodrama. Nor was it hard to conceive amorphous races of 

folk who treated the sewers not as convenient means from A to B, 

but as their homes. One work moving along these lines was The 

Wild Boys of London or The Children of the Night, a 105-part 

penny dreadful issued in 1866 which according to W.O.G. Lofts 

and Derek Adley "concerned boys who lived in the sewers and sal-

. h h 'p 1 ' " � The book -vaged corpses and their fights w�t t e ee ers · 

must have struck a responsive chord with readers, since it was 

reissued around 1876 - only to be suppressed at the 79th instal­

-ment. I will confess: I have not read The Wild Boys in either 

full or abbreviated form and I don't think I'm going to. To be 

honest, I am still recovering from wading through Varney the Vampyre. 

Wild Boys evidently catered for the sort of mind that would feel 

it at least half-credible that a bunch of juvenile vagabonds could 

live in the sewers: an environment which would brutalize them to 

a degree where the guardians of Law and Order becam� natural enem­

-ies. This wasn't too much of a demand on the imagination because 

in popular iconography the sewers are the spiritual home of all 

who feel themselves outcasts from the bright lights of Society. 

Erik the Phantom � master-musician, brilliant architect and 

monster-in-residence of the Paris Opera - would surely agree, although 

technically he didn't live in the sewers hims�lf; not in the orig­

-inal 1911 novel by Gaston Leroux. Instead the author depicts him 

at home in a complete house on the subterranean lake that lies 

below the Opera and sewers as such don't come into the affair. 

Anti-social Erik certainly is, but as monsters go he is not beyond 

redemption. Witness this desperate piece of soul-baring for the 

benefit of the heroine whom he has in his clutches (not for the 

first time) : 

"'But I am �ery tired of iti .. I'm sick an� tired 
of having a forest and a torture-chamber �n my 
house and of living like a mountebank in a house 
with a false bottomi .. I'm tired of it! I want to 
have a nice, quiet flat with ordinary doors and w�nd­
-ows and a wife inside it, like anybody else! A w�fe 
whom I could love and take out on Sundays and keep 
amused on weekdays .. Here, shall I show you some 
card tricks?'". Q) 

Is that the voice of a monster who hangs people, crushes others 

with falling chandeliers and wrecks high-cost opera productions? 

Never mind. Most people's impressions of the Phantom are more 
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Lon Chaney than Gaston Leroux and there the sewers - or something 

like them - are all part of the deformed monster's ambiance and 

image. If there is humanity in the Sewers it would obviously be 

of a most monstrous kind • .  even if, like Erik, it could play the 

organ and do card tricks. 

Oral sources, printed fiction and films have conspired to make us 

curious about the sewers and readier to believe that people live 

down there. As indeed they do, sewer maintenance men not included 

in the reckoning. 

In 1986 readers of You (the colour supplement of The Mail on Sunday) 
were notified of a new, novel and illegal way to spend a night out 
in Paris. � Or rather, a night under Paris: · teenagers had taken to 
entering the sewers via unguarded manholes, gendarmes notwithstand­
-ing, with the old low-ceilinged limestone catacombs south of the 
Seine being especially popular. Once down there, the punques held 
parties, drank wine, talked politics, maybe smoked a joint or two, 
explored or painted Hokusai murals. Getting wet wasn't even oblig­
-atory as long as you were content to avoid the deeper recesses of 
the system and the worst discomfort involved . was that the 
low clearance might make you develop a Groucho Marx walk. 

Despite cultivating mildly-subversive identities - the Trolls, the 

Sons of Anubis and (yes!) the Rats - the new subterraneans impress­

-ed one journalist as "quite responsible anarchists, very proud of 

their secret world, and take all their litter up to the surface, 

if only to chuck,it away in the streets." Their secret world. It 

would be wrong to exaggerate the extent of their rebellion against 

upper air or to make too much of their lineal connections with 

former glorious occupants of the Paris sewers: the 18th Century 

smugglers, aristos fleeing the guillotine during the Reign of 

Terror and more recently the French Resistance. Even the growing 

intensity of police efforts to suppress the movement is reasoned -

publically, at least - on the grounds that the youngsters were in 

danger of hurting themselves. And when the party is over - the 

wine drunk, the joints smoked, and you have savoured not only 

these but the frisson of being somewhere you're not supposed to 

be - then it's back to the world above the pavements, where you 
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really belong. Unless, of course, someone has parked his car on 

the manhole you'd planned to use as your exit .. 

But the Paris punques are responding to the lure of the forbidden. 

In their modest way they are helping to bring folklore to life. 

And in more than� way, if we credit to them the two foot seven 

inch crocodile that municipal workers found in an ancient section 

of the city sewers on 8 March 1984� Young as it was, the reptile 

provided stiff opposition for ten fireman before it was removed 

to the Jardin des Plantes zoo. Or perhaps it was the lost pet of 

Erik the Phantom. 

It's one thing to have criminals using sewers as means to some 

felonious end or for the curious to defy police and ortho�oxy in 

order to explore what lies beneath our urban wastelands. Qualit­

-atively different are stories of things only nominally human -

things that � have been human once, but not any more - which 

have developed a sense of belonging to the sewers rather than in 

the normal upper world : a world they visit briefly and with no 

.love extended towards its inhabitants. They have evolved into a 

race apart. H. G. Wells' Morlocks - Homo cloacus? - the Sewer Men. 

I do not like to prophecy trends in contemporary folklore. It's 

easy to mistake brief, rumour-like tales heard in one location 

(and perhaps nowhere else • •  and never again) for an emerging modern 

classic; some stories there are that never develop, never catch on, 

never achieve anything like the currency of authentic urban belief 

tales. All I will say is that at odd times I've noticed hints of 
a Coming Sewer-Race mythos as represented in odd rumours about 

people who have made the sewers a way of life. For example, there 

were the San Francisco hippies who dropped out in a literal sense 

during the late Sixties. Why I can't recall .. something to do with 

a belief in an approaching cataclysm, I think, and � was possibly 

influenced by the similar reasoning that caused Charles Manson to 

lead his Family in a vain search for the vast gulf in Death Valley 

where he and his followers could hole up until they were ready to 

emerge as the new rulers of the planet. Or maybe the hippies 

retreated sewer-wards to find a. place to practice their own phil­

-osophy of life for which the corrupt society they rejected had 

neither time nor space. Anyway - as I heard it at university 

coincident with the last dregs of Flower Power - down the hippies 

went. And in time their unsavoury new existence caused them to 

evolve .. degenerate? .. into a race of foul troglodytes, emerging 

by night to commit suitably vile outrages on the rest of human­

kind. 
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The embryo story testifies again to how willing we can be to believe 

virtually anything of American society - especially the San Franc­

-isco way-out variety. But it also reveals the usual foaflore 

practice of resorting to extrapolated facts to inject a note of 

credibility into its flights of fancy. The New York sewer 'gators 

are blind and albino (in some versions) because that is what happens 

to (real) animals adapted to life underground. Rats will kill and 

eat humans because there's irrefutable evidence that they will dine 

off human corpses .. occasionally. This is all sewer-lore. And sewer 

lore's most creative improvisation speculates on what life in these 

insanitary tunnels would do to anyone who tried to exist there. 

not 
Well, obviously .. they wouldA remain the same as us surface-folk. 

Cave-dwellers are always bitter, stunted, squinting, horrible, 

psychopathic. The cloacadytes would contract foul diseases. They'd 

certainly be unkempt. They would stink. Over a period of years -

years of seclusion and adaptation - they would cease to be human 

in a civilzed sense. They would be subhuman monsters. 

And then, suppose they took it into their misshapen skulls to come 
topsides from time to time? (Most likely at nighttime: their eyes 
could not tolerate the bold glare of the sun) . The sewers are where 
we dispose of our waste. These people -outcasts in a real sense -
are human waste. They've no cause to admire us or love us and they 
won't. In a sort of revenge at the manner in which they have been 
flushed away, they would return to visit us. "Hello from the sewers 
of NYC," chortled Son of Sam, also known as Dave Berkowitz or the 
.44 Caliber Killer in a missive that dwelt on "delicacies" like 
"dog manure, vomit, stale wine, urine and blood". A chill reminder 

that those who associate themselves with the dirt and filth . we 

consign to the nether regions don't think of us in any kindly 

fashion.® 

The weird subhuman strain - progeny of those lost Sixties hippies? -

appeared to have visited the upper climes of Los Angeles in 1982. 
Practically every state of the USA has its reported sightings of 

Bigfoot, the nee-legendary North American man-ape; in fe\o� places 
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has the shy, shambling figure been seen more often than in Calif­

-ornia. But although you wouldn't expect to hear of it wandering 

through Los Angeles, it was from that city's Buena Park that tales 

of a malodorous giant who emitted spasmodic howls came just a few 

years back.� The case promised an answer to a problems that has 

troubled cryptozoologists for a considerable time. It is easy to 

see why investigators seldom manage to spot Bigfoot for themselves 

when pursuing reports from, let's say, the dense redwood forests 

of North Cal; patently, the manimal has plenty of cover into which 

it may vanish at will. But sasquatches are also reported from 

urban and suburban areas and yet manage to disappear just as utterly 

when searched for. Where could they hide away? Not in the convent­

-ional wilderness, evidently; down in the sewers, maybe. 

Anyhow, Special Forces Investigations (a group described in Omni 

as being "dedicated to the study of the paranormal, the monstrous 

and the extraterrestrial") thought they had tracked 'Buena Foot' 

to a concrete storm drain after sightings had come in from an 

ad jacent flood control canal. They went down 125 feet and took 

casts of a four-fingered handprint which they believed came from 

a creature of more than human size and power: much larger than the 

dishevelled Sft 8 inch tramp whom police were saying matched eye­

-witness descriptions of Buena Foot on at least seven points. 

Another bellowing vagrant was fingered by another investigator; 

at 6ft 4, this one made an even better sasquatch lookalike. Who 

or whatever he was, Buena Foot had given as much as he could to 

urban manimal lore and seems to have staged the usual quiet getaway. 

Once again, the sewers had functioned as safe habitat, last retreat, 

for a maybe-monster: something alien in our midst. How many more 

are there down there, hirsute tramps, troglodytes, maybe-monsters? 

Will any more steal forth, legendwise, over coming years, to trouble 

our peace of mind? Let's be thankful if there's nothing worse than 

giant maneating rats or a few stray alligators down there. 

Best not worry, advises Thomas Pynchon via his hero who heard more 

sewer-lore and saw more curious things down below than are dreamed 

of in municipal bureaucrats' philosophies but learned to live 

with both: 

The stories, by the time Profane heand them, were all 
pretty much apocryphal and more fantasy than the record 

* 

l. 

2. 

3. 

warranted ... It is this way with sewer 
They just are. Truth or falsity don't 
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By  Pa u l  Screeton 
M O C K  M A Y O R S  a r e  a • t r a n g e  

phenomenon. 
That Hartlepool should have one within Its 

b o u n d a r i e s  c o m e s  a s  no s u rp r i s e  to m e .  
HartJepudl!luu are  hardly the most conservative of 
people and M1ddletonlana would seem to have had 
scant respect tor authority In the past or, In some re­
spects tor that matter, the present. 

Owen Richmond hu been Mayor of Mlddleton four 
times. 

He wu the tint to hold the ottlce when 1t was revtved 

In 1G70. ·He waa also particularly proud to hold the title 
again In 1982. aa tt wu &lsoM&r1Ume Engtand Yu.r. 

The second mayor wu coal merchant BertJe Cox, 
who moved to Arbroath. 

"The tirst chain of ottlce was two lavatory chains 
attached to a Durham Ught Intantry shield," rec&lls 
Owen. "The one we have now records the namea oC all 
the prevtous mayors. "  , 

It also has a specla.l coat of arms with a proud 
emblem. It seems that tong before the road wu buut 
across the Slake, each summer around July a large 
Oock of herons would roost every night on � stretch 
of mudllats. Apparently the Mlddletonlans became so 
attached to thl.! · migratory occurrence that they 
adopted the blrd as an emblem. Perhaps the herons 
followed the shoals of herring from Scotland to the 
Thames, stopping oft awhile along the way at the 
Slake. Whatever, the blrd Is honoured on the chain of 
office by the ancestors of the Mlddleton residents who 
took the graceful fishing blrds to thelr bosom. 

Last year's mock mayor was San<ira Steel, the tlrst 
lady to be so honoured, striking a blow for women's Ub. 
Sandra, of Fumess Street, Is a leading member of the 
Smallcratta Club and a Ureless tund-ralaer for charity. 

Owen, who reUred thl.! year u district secretary ot 
the Amalgamated Union of Engineering Workers, 
encapsulates the splrtt of Mlddleton. 

He Ls a man of some gulle and one year saved the 
harbour fete by his cunning machinations. He hu also 
been prominent In the tight to retain a right of way 
through the docks. In addition he has campaigned for a 
general clean-up of the area and against the U-:ensed 
sea-coal dredger which he argued changed the bo;.ches 
for the worse. 

The mayor elected In 1981 wu Alex Weegram, then 
working In the Mall's press-room. Born Into a famlly of 
11 In Mlddleton In 1922, his father was a dock pilot. At 
H he joined the Cameratta as a galley boy and went on 
to saU all over the world. During the war he served In 1 
convoys and later worked on the dredger at Hartlepool, 
before becoming a diver. 

The current mayor 1.s long-distance lorry driver 
Jackle Knight. 

"We can't preserve the community. The people were 
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that will give you some Idea why lt 1.s so Important to 
have a mayor and honour tradition." 

As for the tradition of mock mayors, this 1.s not a 
widely known area ot common knowledge. Owen, 
Sandra and all other Mlddleton mock mayors need not 
feel too associated with the following research I offer! 

Basically, mock mayors have been chosen trom 
�o�t

ft
e
�
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:i!J�s of sodety - the drunks, tramps 

I must thank tor much of the followln.r lnfonnation 
Derek Froome, a well-known folklorlst,.-who summa­
rized material he had collected from the North-Eut. 

Durham City had Its Duke of Baubleshlre, a charac • . terwhowas ennobled u a lrtbute to his eccentricity. 
At Embleton, Northumberland, there wu a ·regular · 

r.:.: election of a tramp. or other derelict � ''iilayor after .  

·.··--.�,.:iB�'!'l�':!"!! ��fo:��� :�
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the ':u�toO: 

Jockla K�lgh
·
t; the current Mayor M l ddleton, 

outside the Smallcrafta Club. - (M.3800). 

wu often met with hostulty trom the cler"orooUce. 
Also In Northumberland, at Ford, there was the 1 

annu&lelectlonot adrunk mavor. 1 
Having retired from Manchester Polytechnic, Derek , 

��
;-
����r!�gaged In collecting further examples of 

The Mayor of Middle ton was new to him and came as 
a surprise. 

"They are very fugitive and their discovery 1.s more 
often than not a pursuit of serendipity," he tells me. 

The mock mayor tradition Ls from the past. As for 
the present, we have a modem version, I suppose. 
Beastle Boys tans have been stealing VW badges oft 
cars and taken to putting several on one chain to make 
alternative mayoral chains of ottlce. 

And while we're on about the present, how about 
Derek Hatton. He took away Uverpool's Lord Mayor · 
and sold the town hall Daimler. Who needs Ouh cars, 
old-fashioned rituals and eUtl.!!t chains of otflce? 

In Mlddleton they mix tradition with non-elltl.sm, for , 
how else could a mayor's parlour double as a drinking 
club! 
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Silly season licke d ! 
JOURNALISTS and public alike refer 

to an ill -defined but distinctly sum­

m e ry pe riod known as the " s illy 

season " .  . . We a.U know what lt me&JU broadly. It ls that 
part oC the ye&r when the excesses of tabloid 
jouma..lUm are at their most tuppant. Even the 
reporters and sub-editors who annually appear 
to lengthen Its tlmesca.le are usua.Uy Ignorant of 
Its supposed evolution. 

Before speculatlnr on a more prosaic renesls 
tor the silly season, let's reter to an authonry. · 

It ls defined In Brewu's Dictionary oC Phrase and 
Ftble (7th. td.) as: "a.n obsolescent jouma.UstJc 
expression tor the part of the year when 

' Parliament a.nd the La w  Couru are not slltlng 

tonrue. put the letter back In tw pocket and 

::�!� �:���e
u� the �.c:tdent. Th1.s a.ppeared 

POST OffiCf NOVELTY ST .\MP LICKING 
CAT Of CUARING CROSS 

The eat became an tmmedlate celebrtty with 
thousands nockill' Jto the post ottlce to see the 
animal. The Socaety tor the PrevenUon·ot Cru. 
elty to Animals (not then Royal ) ,  Cat and Doe 
Home, Dumb Fdends League, Crutts Annual Cat 

�����p�a�����w) and even Tall Waggen' 

(about .August and Sepumber) when. through 

i Jack of news. the papers had 10 t1ll their coJu_rnn.s 
l wtth tnv1&1 Items - .Juch u news of pant 

·· gooseberries and sea 18rpu!t.r - and Jong cor· 

The subject ot caLl' tongues · and their �- � 
sultabWry tor the purpose became the subject ot § 
medical treatbes. The Poat Ott!ce was torced to : 
malle an ottlclal dent.al that lt was an Intended � 
service. It ls Rid this wu lssued alter a Question : 
wu asked In the House. � "What ponuud you to 

Wire servtcu circulated the story worldwide : luvo hla wtll lnflona 

respondence on .subjects of evanescent (1! any) 
' tnterest". 

and as we all llnow, In the jounuliJIUc·cum: ��- _ _ __ _ on?" 
tolklortstlc manner, the atory crew with due 

. Others prefer to beUeve lt was the Invention of 
James Bone, ot the M.anchester Gua,rdlan (u lt 
then was) . H•. In tact, obtained the story from 

�e;o.r�tl?n andembell.Ulunent. '· ��'"'/. 
A food eX&mple ot ailly seuon aP,culatlon and , � ' 

. another joumallst who went_ to London In 1900 on · _ 

the ha.lt-proml..ie troiil'& senior a tatter ot one of 
the capital'• evenln( newspapenl to tooll over the . 
newcomer'sworll. , ' . ·., · · Unsuccessful, the ponnlleu &nd starnnr • 

would-be Fleet Street newsman went to Charlnf . 
Crou a.U-nlght post ottlce to aend a letter to his 
father asking tor money to pay hi3 debt at hi3 
lodgings and return t&re home. 

He had just bourht the stamp and ,.was about to 
a.tttx lt to the envelope when · he ooUced that a 
tarre black cat slttlng on the counter had ILl 
tongue out. Down on hi3 luck, he-ctlll had a sense 
ot humour and temptation got the better ot him. 
He put the stamp on ·the /moggte mouser's 

the genesl.s ot a new urban beUef tale wu a story 
In the national tabloid The Star. We stay with 
cats u the two rreat pillars oC succeastul 
storvteillzur - sex and anxiety - are combined. 

We tear nuclear power and an alumed at any 
seJ( c1rtve maltunctlon. Top Persian breeder 
Anne Brooker reckoned Chemobyl fallout had 
knocked the bottom out �t too caLl '  sex Uvea. 

The paper then found 'arttaln'a top teUno 
paychologt.st, Or Roror MuciUord, to throw a 
bucket ot cold waur over the theory. "With . 
Penlan.s you would need a. nuclear explosion to 
ret them to mate at all. They are the l.ulest cats 
around," he stated. 

By Paul 
Scree ton 

- �lllllllllllllllllllllllll!:: 

� ��t�ir�� � 
§ uco tun\t on slu>w � 
� in Ball�. Auon. 1/CI· � 
§ ltTdOI/ - with tC1'1 � E of swrt lcort\, c E 
§ cauliflowcT bTo_i" § 
� ond n4UQhtll btu E E WTappcd up Ul � 
� ccbboQc lccvu. ::: �lllllllllllllllllllf 4 4. i • 

G i ves a n e w  

mea n i ng 't O  
c o r n  dol l i e s !  

Su n ,  2 3 /  l / 89 

l������� 
Fox's body With lht roct 
or a HIPPO wu swaped 
yeSlerdoy from puppeteer 
Alexandra Dane's car an Fulham, Well London. 

Y e s ,  bu t ca n � i t  s i ng ? t�������� 

� lllllllllllllllllllllllllg 
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FROM Steve Rou d ,  1 8  Ambe r l e y  Grove , Croydo n ,  Surre y ,  CRO 6ND .  

Dear MI Screeton,  

I was e xtr e �e l y  d i G ma ye d  t o  read you r react i o n to G i l l i a n  Be nnet ' s  
c r i t i c i s ms  i n  F F  7 .  B y  c hoos i ng to conce ntrate on certa i n  po i nts i n  
G i l l i a n ' s re v i e w  you ma y  have a l l owed you rse l f  the opport u n i t y  t o  vent 
you r s p l een on some " e ne my• that she re prese nts to you , but have 
se r i ou s l y  mi s i n f ormed you r reade rs abou t the re v i e w ' s content . For 
e xa mp l e ,  G i l l i a n  wr i tes t ha t  F F  is a " mi ne of u se f u  1 raw da ta" ,

" 
a n  

• e xce l l ent sou rce" o f  ma t e r i a l , " good va l u e  f or you r  three qu i d  , a n d  so 
o n .  

The r e v i e w  has two ma i n  c r i t i c i sms of Fo l k l ore Front i e r s :  
1 >  I t s bad phys i cal q u a l i t y ,  a n d  2>  i t s " j oke y ,  e xc l amatory st y l e " . 
The comme nts on i ts phys i ca l  appearance are pe rf ect l y  va l i d - t he 

ea r l y  i ssues were pre t t y  rough - bu t G i l l i a m  spec i f ical l y  notes a nd 
we lcomes i ts gradua l i mp ro ve ment i n  t h i s  respect , as have a l l  i ts 
reade rs no dou bt . 

The desc r i pt i o n  of i t s s t y l e , to whi c h  you take such except i o n ,  i s  
a l so ,  t o  my mi nd , qu i t e acc u rate . Now, a s  ed i t or you na t u ra l l y  have t he 
r i ght to choose wha t e ve r  s t y l e  you l i ke ,  j u st as G i l l i an has a du t y  t o  
i n f orm readers of he r re v i e w  on t he ma t t e r .  Howeve r ,  you mi ght l i ke t o  
a s k  you rse l f  whe t he r t he � adopted mi ght i nt e r f e re wi th the �t . 
One of t he most i nf u r i a t i ng t r a i t s  of t a bl o i d  j ournal i s m  is that 
accu rac y and the i n f or ma t i on- prov i s i on r o l e  of the newspaper are sac r i f ­
c e d  to � and one wonde rs whe t he ra s i mi l ar approach i s  appropr i a te 
f or a magaz i ne that pu r po r t s to comme n t  on the resu l ts .  

Othe r po i nts i n  you r r e ac t i o n  a r e  i naccurat e . F o r  exa mp l e ,  Foa f t a l e  
News is not • t2 f or t wo f l i msy i ssues" , as i t  states qu i a  c l ear l y  " .No 
su bsc r i pt i on sc he me e x i st s  for t h i s  ne ws sheet . Howeve r ,  i f  you wou l d  
l i ke to occas i ona l l y  send u s  the equ i va l ent of t 2  to cover postage , we 
wou l d  be most gra t e f u l " , wh i c h  i s  a ve r y  d i f f erent ke t t l e  of f i sh . You 
quoted t h i s  you rse l f  i n  FF 2 < p . 4 > , so you must have known. And t o  
berate t he au t hor of a r e v i e w  f or t ypogra p h i c a l  errors perpe t rated b y  
t he t yp i s t / ed i tor i s  j u s t  p l a i n  s i l l y .  

Apart f rom mi s l e ad i ng y o u r  reade r s ,  t he real p i t y  o f  t h i s  response i s  
t ha t  i t  threatens t o  dr i ve a wedge be t we e n  " Forteans• and " Fo l k l or i sts" 
j u st at t he t i me  whe n t h i ngs were l ooki ng good for co-operat i on and 
u nderstand i ng be t ween t he s e  t wo approaches.  Man y  of the past f o l k l ore 
• esta b l i shment" wou l d  have l i t t l e  t o  do wi t h  such nast y modern t h i ngs as 
Yucca p l a nts a nd C r y i ng Boy pa i nt i ngs , but there are now a number of 
fo l k l or i s ts in this cou n t r y  who apprec i a t e  t he va l u e of such j ou rna l s  
a s  For tean T i mes ,  wh i l e Xi c hae l Goss i n  F F  6 < p p . 5-7 ) and Bob R ic kard i n  
F T  4 9  < pp . 6 1 -67 , espec i a l l y >  have shown a n  awareness of the 
des i ra b i l i r t y  of c l os e r  l i nks.  the fact t hat you were i nv i ted to a t tend 
t he Contemporary Legend Con f e rence is e v i dence of t h i s  spi

,!'
i t of co­

ope rat i o n ,  a nd you r u n p l e asant pu b l i c  response damages more tha n  j u st 
you r own repu t a t i o n .  

· 

I suggest you repr i nt t he who l e  of G i l l i an Benne t t ' s  rev i ew i n  your 
next i ssu e ,  a l ong wi t h  t h i s  Ietter ,  so t ha t  you r reade rs can j u dga for 
t he mse l ve s .  

Y ou r s  s i nc e re l y ,  
St eve Roud . 

FOAFTAL E  NEWS  
No . 7  ( Augus t 1 9 8 7 ) 

AN O CCAS I ONAL N EWS S H E ET O N  CONTEMPORA RY L EG E N D  R E S EARCH 

FOLKLORE FRONTI ERS - A REV I EW G i l l i an Benne t t  

Fol k l ore F ront i e rs , wh i ch h a s  j u s t  comp l e ted i t s f i r s t  yea r  of l i fe u nde r the ed i torsh i p  of Pau l  
Scree ton , a t  the very mode s t  p r i ce o f  ! 3  pa i s  a we l come a dd i t i on t o  the she l ves o f  those i ntere s ted 
in contemporary l egend \ be l i e f  a nd rumou r .  

The f i rs t  four i ssues h a v e  covered s u c h  top i c s  a s  po i sonous yucca p l a n t s , phantom h i tchh i k ers , uPO a nd A I DS rumours , " The C ry i ng BoyM p i c ture a nd the e x p l od i ng bosom of Sama n tha Fox . Mos t  of the ma te r i a l  I s  wr i t te n  by Scree ton h i ms e l f ( o f wh i c tl ,  more l a t er ) ,  bu t there a re a l so we l come p i eces by M i chael  Gos s  ( The E v i dence for Pha n tom H i tchhi kers ) ,  Andy Robe r t s  a nd o t he r s , newspaper- c l i pp i ngs and book rev i ews . 

The i s sues a re ex t reme l y  chea p l y produced on typewrl ter a nd pho toco p i e r  ( w l  th a he l p i ng of sc i s sors a nd P r i t t  s t i ck ) .  a nd s ta p l ed together. S i ze v a r i e s  from f i f teen to t h i r t y  pages .  Each i s sue z i ps through a l ot of heterogeneous ma teri a l  w i th a c a re l es sness of d e ta i l  tha t r e f l ec t s  i ts mode s t  p r i ce .  The typ i ng I s  frank l y  b�d a nd typoes g o  u ncorrec ted : I n  s vme  I s sues pa r t  o f  the copy h a s  been fa i n t  t o  t h e  po i n t  o f  i ndec i phera b i l i ty .  F o r  p re s e n ta t i on ,  Fol k l ore Fron t i ers wou l d ,  w i thou t doub t ,  c o  1 1  ect the booby p r i ze .  
. .  } 

Havi ng sa i d  tha t ,  i t  lllJS t  be acknowl edged tha t the s tanda rd i mprov e s  I n  each I s s u e .  Numbers th ree 
and four ( typed in p a r t  on a word-proc e s s o r , on A4 reduced a nd centre - s  tap l e d )  l oo k  very much more 
profe s s i ona l and a re much ea s i e r  to read than numbers one a nd two ( typed s i ng l e-space� on a typewri ter 
tha t needed c l ea n i ng ) .  Persona l l y ,  I ' m n o t  comp l a i n i ng here : i t .!.!_ chea p ,  so wha t doe s i t  ma t ter I f  
i t  l ooks cheap? The � a re wha t S c reeton wou l d  a s k  to be j udged o n ,  I ' m s u r e . · 

Wha t I myse l f  f i nd very r i l "f ng ,  however , i s  the awfu l jokey , exc l ama tory s ty l e  wh i ch pays l i tt l e  
a t ten t i on t o  c l a r i ty , sense o r  syn ta x ,  for i ns t a nce �any ga the r i ng o f  fe rroequ l no l og i s t s ( t ra i n­
spo t ters , I f  you lllJS t ) .  wi l l  get  s teamed up a bo u t  a 1 1  ma nner of a poc rypha 1 p l a t form end rumou r .  
Cros s - fert i l i z a t i on between themes i s  a f a s c i na t i ng purs u i t f o r  co l l ectors  and mos t ca tego r i e s  �fi l l  b e  
found to be a rb i tra ry " .  l t ' s  a grea t p i ty ,  there fore , tha t he over-wr i tes  a l mo s t  everyth i ng tha t comes 
h i s  wa y .  

Howev e r ,  I f  y o u  can bea r w i th tha t ,  y o u  w i l l  f i nd Fo l k l ore F ron t i e rs a m i ne o f  u s e fu l  r a w  da ta , a n  exce l l en t  sou rce o f  a l l  tha t i s  current i n  l egend a nd rumour a t  t h e  c ra z y  e n d  o f  popu l a r  be l i e f .  As a subs t i tu te fo r a cl i pp l ng - s erv i ce i t  i s  i nva l ua b l e ,  b u t  don ' t  expe c t  more of i t .  Th i s  i s  no t an a na l yt i c a l  o r  academ i c  maga z i ne in any res pec t ,  just a forum for the e x c h a nge a nd col l ec t i on of i n forma t i on .  

The maga z i ne can be o b ta i ned from Pau l S c ree ton . 3 Egton Dri v e ,  Sea ton C a rew , Ha r l epoo l , C l eve l a nd .  TS25 2AT . You ' l l  p roba b l y  f i nd i t  good v a l ue for your th ree qu i d .  
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2. 0  

Pau l Sc reeton re p l i es : 
I l ea v e  i t  to F . F .  r e a d e r s  to j u dge t he me r i t s  of Ms Be n ne t t ' s 

re v i e w and S t e ve Rou d ' s  de f e nc e  a nd respo nse to my re v i e w i n  F . F .  7 .  Bu t 
l e t  me remi nd r e a d e r s  t ha t  I o n l y became a wa r e  of t h i s  wr i t e - u p  becau se 
A n d y  Robe r t s  was so i nce nsed by i t  t ha t  he sen� me a p ho t oc o p y  < i n  t he 
c i rcu ms t a nc e s  1 was n o t  e ve n  g i ve n  t he cou r t esy of rece i v i ng a copy to 
de f e nd my sta nd po i n t > a nd sa i d  he was wr i t i ng t o  Fo l kt a l e  N e ws t o  o bj ec t  
t o  t he p i ece . I f  M s  B e n ne t t  ho nes t l y t hou g ht i t  good va l u e  w h y  a i d  she 
n o t  r esu bsc r i be a f t e r  i ss u e  4? Ma y be she s t i l l  r e ads someone e l se ' s , bu t 
t ha t  wou l d  h a rd l y  be su ppor t i ve . 

S t e ve Roud ' s  l e t t e r  a l so mudd i es t he For t ea n / Fo l k l ore f ro n t i e r ;  a ny 
se l f - re spec t i ng f o l k l or i st u naware o f , sa y ,  deve l op me n t s  i n  u f o l og y  or 
a l i e n  bea s t s  does not dese r ve t o  c a l l h i m/ he r se l f  a f o l k l or i s t .  Many 
f o l k l or i s t s ,  I su spect are very o l d - f a s h i oned a nd narrow in t he i r  
spec t r u m  o f  i nt e r es t . Toda y ' s  f o l k l o re i s  best e x e mp l i f i ed i n  t he 
t a b l o i ds a nd i f  F . F .  c hooses a some what Sunspea k s t y l e  i t  i s  correc t l y  
i n  s t e p  w i t h  wha t c o n t e mporary f o l k l o r i st s  shou l d  be t h i n k i ng and 
v o i c i ng .  A l so a s  a p r o f essi ona l j ou r na l i st o f  some d i st i nc t i o n ,  I am 

we l l  aware o f  t he s h o r t co mi ngs o f  t he P ress , as I po i nt ou t f requ e n t l y  
i n  F .  F .  

I n  such a s pi r i t ,  I a po l og i se u nrese r ved l y  f or wha t was a gross l y 
f l i ppa n t  and i naccu ra t e  r e ma r k  a bou t " t2 f or t wo f l i msy i ssu es" . 

A nyone ou t t he r e  wan t  to deba t e  t h i s  i ss u e ?  

Secret source to a help ing .o.f. .�uccess o� a plate? 
SOME WHILE ago Helnz ran 

a series of adverts extolling 
the virtues of their beans In 
tomato sauce. The adverts took 
the form of "amusing" v i ·  
gnettes, In which a young child 
I! seen asking his/her mother if, 
by eating vast. quantities of 
beaM, they will grow up to be 
successful 

The series featured such ce­
lebrities as Ctlla Black and !an 
Botham. Now on one dark win· 
ter's evening, I was sitting wait· 
lng for the start of one of ITV's 
"situation comedies." when 
upon my screen came a Heinz 
advert. On the set was a mother 
and daughter both dressed In 
clothes roughly trom the 1930/ 
40s. The young girl, upon ob­
serving a glistening and obvi· 
ously delicious pile of beans on 
the plate In fi"ont of her, asked 
her mother If by consuming the 
said beans she ma}' one day as­
pire to be prime minister. the 
mother ofJhandedly said yes. 
The next shot was of the moth· 
er's face In detail, across the 
visage passed a series of emo­
tions, dawning apprehension. 
panic and horror: returning to 

G uard i a n ,  

the table the mother seized the 
plate, saying the while, yes 
Margaret you just mlght, she 
then left the room hurriedly. 

After seeing this "playlet" I 
told all my friends and relatives 
to watch out for it, thinking 
what a super jape it  was, obvi· 
ously using our present Prime 
Minister as a role model for the 
young girl. However, the weeks 
and months have now passed 
and it is obvious that I will 
never see the advert again; 
more worryingly for my own 
safety however is the fact that 
no one else has ever seen it. I 

. .  
, ..,  . 

feel very exposed, especially in 
the climate "post-Spycatcher." 

I have been told that I must 
have imagined it, I am starting 
to believe they may be right. if 
so can I offer the idea to Heinz's 
advertising agency? If I dld not 
imagine it, then far more sinis­
ter considerations raise their 
h e a d s .  W a s  t h i s  ad v e r t  
"spiked," If so b y  whose orders? 
I think we should be told. 
Edward Scarfl'. 
2 Pouces Cottages, 
Manston Road, 
Manston nr Ramsgate, 
Kent. 

THE SHAY� N  • • • •  T h 1 s  maga z 1 ne preceded FOLKLORE F RON T I E RS and ra n i or 
1 1  i s su e s .  St i l l  ava i l a b i e  are 2 ,  4 ,  5 and 1 1 .  Nos . 4 a nd 5 have a t tacks 
on Y i l l i a mson & Be l l a my ' s " Ley L i ne s  in Qu e s t i on" . Cop i e s  SOp each 1 nc .  
p& p .  I t s predecesso r  was ANC I EUT SK I LLS & Y I:DOM REV I EY ,  ma i n l y  a mags 
a nd books re v i ew s e r v i c e . S i x  at random f or .2 i nc .  p&p. 

NEWSLINES 
Ye beg i n  wi t h  some i t e ms  wh i c h j u st have t h a t  dubi o u s  qua l i t y  beca u se 
they mi rror concerns wh i c h  have be e n  me d i a  events . 

SEAL OF A P PROVAL . Has t he mystery v i r u s  now k i l l i ng of f sea l s  s t i rred 
f o l k me mo r i e s  o f  t hese be asts t he I ndepe nde nt < 1 9 / 1 1 / 88 > asks , t he n  
a f t e r  ment i o n i ng h u ma ns ma r ry i ng sea l s ,  s u c k l i ng b y  sea,l mother• and 
rescue a f t e r  sh i pwrec k ,  dec i de s  t h e y  are u n a f fect i onate . t he y  f orgot t he 
litory of 3 1 / 8 / 88 <Su n ,  Sta r >  of a dy i ng < wa s  i t ? >  sea l sav i ng a drowni ng 
( he wasn ' t >  boy and n i c knamed F l i pper < t ha t ' li  a dol ph i n ! > . the Star 
part icu l ar l y  we n t  ove r board , excuse t he pu n ,  on Ya yne Norgate , aged 8 ,  
whose d i ng h y  was pushed b y  a sea l . 

DARY I I ' S SPAYN. F u n n y  how a f t e r  a recent h i t TV show • F i rs t  Bor n "  
abou t t he b i r t h  o f  a ha i ry a pe / hu ma n  c h i l d  we h a v e  a doc t o r  comi ng 
f or ward to proc l a i m t ha t  f i ve years ago a " re a l  l i f e •  e xa mp l e  o f  sor t s  
was bor n .  T o p  s u rgeon E f t i s  Paraskeva i de s  < i s  i t  an a nagram? > , o f  North 
Manchester G e ne ra l  Hosp i ta l , r e f used to say whe re i t  occu r red o r  
i de nt i f y  t he b o y  b u t  s a y s  he i s  now hea l t hy a f t e r  ha v i ng a ta i l  r e move d .  
" I t was a r e a l  t a i l  wh i ch moved at t i mes a nd w a s  covered i n  f i ne , downy 
ha i r  j u s t  l i ke a n  a ni ma l ' s . I ' ve ne ver seen anyt h i ng l i ke i t , • he 
c l a i med <St a r ,  Su n ,  2 8 / 1 1 / 88 > . 

LUXBRRRD. Stu nned carpe n t e r s  be l i e ved t h e y  had u ncovered a mi rac l e  
a f t e r  spot t i ng t he f ace o f  Chr i st o n  a p l a n k  o f  wood . T h e  Su n c l a i med i t  
resemb l e d  a bearded f ac e  l i ke t he i mage o n  t h e  T u r n i i n  Shroud a n d  t he 
marki ngs we re d i scove red the same day sc i e nt i st s  d i s mi ssed t he famous 
i co n  as a fake . The y f a i l ed t o  ma ke a conne c t i on be t we e n  Jesus'  f a t he r ' s 
- J oseph t ha t  i s  - occ u pa t i on bu t we re happy to tag t h i s  re l i c The Bacup 
P l ank.  Yooden buggers? Vh i c h  b r i ngs u s  t o  . . .  

TUR I N  TR I ANGLE? Tu r i n  i s  t he ape x o f  a wor l dw�de t r i a ng l e  o f  b l a c k  
ma g �c whose o t h e r  poi n t s  a r e  London a nd Sa n Fra nc i sc o .  i t  i s  a l so a 
wh i t e magic a pe x  w i t h  prague and Lyons. T he I ndepe nde nt ( 1 9 / 1 1 / 88 >  had a 
b i z arre story of a Tu r i n  man s e e i ng a bea s t  l i ke a c ross be twe Q n  a 
serpent a nd a l ee c h  crawl f ro m  a Mr G u l l o ' s a r m  on to an u ns pe c i f i ed 
part of a X i ss Se t teduca t i ' s  a n a t omy . An a u t opsy sugges ted t he wh i t e 
magic i nvo l ve d  was a powdered va r i e t y  f ro m  Co l o mbi a .  

ROT H E RHAX T R I ANGL E . She f f i e l d  ma n  J ohn H i l l  c l a i ms  t o  be J e s u s  Chr i st 
a nd t he H i gh Cou r t  i n  t he c i t y threw out h i s  b i d  to sue for t 1 00m.  for 
f a i l u re to acknowl edge his ownersh i p  o f  the U . K .  < D .  Mi rror,  23 1 6 / 88 ;  
Su n ,  1 / 7 / 88 > . H e  t hrea t e ned a hu nge r st r i ke f o r  1 4  days i f  not a ppeased 
t o  • sac r i f i ce myse l f  f or ma nk i nd as I d i d  be f ore . •  Did he aga i n? A l so 
<Guard i a n ,  a l so 23 / 6 / 88 > reported J esus Chr i s t appea r i ng i n  Na i robi , 
Kenya ,  accord i ng to worsh i ppe rs i n  the c i t y ' s s l u ms .  He b l e ssed a crowd 
i n  Swa h i l i ,  mu t t e reda He brew cu rse and l e f t  i n  a car d r i ve n  by G u r nam 
S i ngh , a l i ghted a t  a bus t e r mi nus a nd va n i s hed i nto t h i n  a i r .  The 
mA t e r 1 a l 1 za t 1 o n  occu rred at a mee t i ng a dd ressed by a t a l t h h�a l e r ,  Ma r y  
Akatsa , w h o  a l so be rated a barren wo� n .  sa y i ng s h e  h a d  f a i l ed t o  have 
c h i ldren as sne was s l e e p i ng w i t h  ten d i f f e re nt me n .  me a n wh i l e  another 
mi rac l e  occ u rred in She f f i e l d  when a carp caught at F o n t a 1 n b l e u  was pu t 
on i ce t n  Par i s ,  s h i pped 5 0 0  m1 l es to t he stee l c i t y ,  where f i s h monger 
Alan Da l y  saw i ts g i l l s move , popped it in wa ter and a f t e r  recove r i ng 

was t ransfe rred t o  a f i shpo nd < Sa ndwe l l  E xpress & S t a r ,  3 / 1 2 / 87 > .  
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NOT PARAGONS OF V I RT U E . Re me mbe r t he story of t he media l i k i ng t he 
story of Be rnard LavQry ' s  372 l b  pu mpk i n f ed on l ager? How t he Br i t ish 
Na t i ona l Pu mpk i n  Soc i e t y  obj ected , ba nned t he prac t i ce and st i pu l ated a 
sa pometer wou ld be used to t est l arge vege t a b l es f or a l cohol content? 
Lavery was rea l l y J ames Thynne hand l i ng t he He i ne ken accou nt f or Paragon 
Commu n icat i ons . Both pumpk i ns and He i neke n are l arge l y  composed of wa te r  
a n d  have as much st yl e and desi rabi l i t y as t he hoax pe rpetrator <Star , 
23 / 6 / 66 ; Wha t ' s Bre wi ng ,  August , 1966 > .  

MARCON I MYSTERY.  The I nde pe nde nt < ?  l a t e  1988 > had an i n-dept h 
demo l i t i on of the conspi racy t heori es su rrou nd i ng t he dea ths of 22 
defence sc i e nt i sts.  The • • mystery ' e vaporat i ng on i nspect ion• . Bu t t hose 
who pe rsevered found t h i s  rather at odds conc l u s i on to the art i c l e  
• Di d  t he Marconi sc ient ists compe te wi t h  each o t he r  t o  k i l l  t hemse l ves 
in t he most i ngeni ous way? It was how t he y  made t he i r  l i v i ng ,  af ter 
a l l .  • 

XAJOR I NV ESTXEIT . Tru � t he Su n < 1 4 / 1 0/ 88 >  to f i nd a se x ang l e  to t2m. 
to be spe nt on a stee l corset to kee p  u p r i gh t  t he 8 00-year-old Maj or Oak 
in Not t i ngham' s Sherwood Forest . Fanc i f u l l y t h i s  is • where Rob i n  bedded 
Ma i d  Ka r i o n  and sang wi th h i s  Xe rry Ma n . • R i bbl e head v i aduct cou l d  
be t t e r  have t he mone y spent u pon i t  . . . .  and t hen t here was t he see mi ng 
hoax a bou t Robin Hood be i ng bi t t e n  to deat h  by a vamp i re and a grou p of 
su pe r na t u r a l  researchers wan t i ng to dig up his grave t o  prove t he i r  
po i nt <Su n ,  D .  Star , D .  Xi r ror , 5 / 1 / 89 > . 

ROCK FOLL I ES .  Rocker Ax l Rose has d i ed of a drugs o ve rdose and been 
repl aced by a dou b l e ,  pre t e nd i ng to be t he Guns ' n ' Roses sta r .  T he 
bizarre dea t h  r i dd l e  is be l i eved by many A me r i c a n  f a ns , convi nced t he re 
is a g i ant cover- up to kee p  h i s  dea t h  a secret < D .  Sta r ,  25 / 1 0 / 88 > . Top 
U . S . s i nger Be l i nda Car l i s l e  t e l l s  how as a bo u t t o  f a l l as l ee p  sparks 
started f l y i ng f rom her arms and l egs , t he pa i nf u l  e f fect was l i ke an 
e l ec t r i c  shock and lasted for abou t 1 5  seconds . " La t e r  I l earned t ha t  
what happened was s i ai l ar t o  spontaneous combus t i on , • s h e  re vea l ed < D .  
Sta r ,  3 / 5 / 88 > . I t  i s  rumoured our own d e a r  Que e n  - n o t  Xercury,  Xay & 
Co . - bu t E l i za be t h ,  goes l ate-ni ght shoppi ng i ncogni t o  <• The Tumour i n  
t he Yha l e •  b y  Rodney Da l e > .  S o  were shopkee pers i n  Vest Ber l i n  t o l d  t o  
stay ope n l ate in cal ls from Xi chae l Jackson' s su i te? < D .  Xi rror , 
24 / 6 / 88 > . Oh ,  and rock l ege nd B l v i s  Pres l e y  i s  a l i ve and we l l  - j us t  
rest i ng < D .  Star,  26/7 / 68 > , a n d  a u t ho r  Ga i l  Brewe r-Giorg i o . i s  wr i t i ng a 
book on t he ru mours <D.  Sta r ,  I late 1988 > . Mea nwh i l e  Dr Gaston Xontal e ,  
who ran a c l i ni c  i n  Hormos i l l o ,  Xex i c o ,  c l a i med h e  carr i ed out an 
abort i o n on movie legend Xa r i l yn Xonroe in 196 1 whe n she became pregnant 
dur i ng a torrid a f f a i r  wi t h  B l v i s  Pres l e y  <Su n ,  1 1 / 1 1 / 88 > . 

HARI I-GAY.  Lesbos came to t he pl a yground for p u p i l s  as young as seven 
c l a i med a Su n < 16/ 12/88>  exc l u s i ve .  B l a mi ng Le f t- wi ng pol i c i es of t he 
l oc a l  counc i l  i n  Har i nge y ,  i t  recou nted t ha t  i nstead of cowboys and 
i nd i ans ,  schoo l g i r l s  were p l a y i ng a k i ss-and-cudd l e s  • poofters and 
dykes" game .  

STUCK COUPL E .  A variat i on o n  t he Stuck Cou p l e  mot i f  o f  a par t i c u l a r l y  
crude var i e t y  has appeared < Jews of t he Wor l d ,  2 / 1 0 / 8 8 > whi c h ,  I 
suppose , l e gi t i mi ses i t  f or a sta i d ,  f a mi l y organ such as F . F .  No name s ,  
bu t su pposed l y  from Swansea , Sou t h  Va l e s ,  a naked cou p l e  were hav i ng a 
se x sess i o n  in the ki tchen when t he wi f e  had a e p i l e p t i c  f i t .  Her 
convu l s i ons brought on l ockj aw at a c l i mac t ic moment and as t he husband 
screamed i n  agony , he grabbed a f ry i ng pan and dea l t  h i s  dearest a blow 
on t he head . in hospi tal she was treated f or bead i nj u r i es and he f or · 
bi tes to h i s  penis.  

RUBBLE R U B B I S H .  Se venteen su r v i vors a t  t he Arme n i a n  eart hquake were 
t ou nd u nder t he ru b b l e  ot a gra i n  st ore i n  Sp l t a k  24 days a t ter t he 
devasta t i on <D .  Sta r ,  Nort hern Ec ho , J / l / 89 >  o n l y  f o r t he re to be a 
t o t a l  de n i a l  < Ma i l ,  Hart l e pool , 3 / l / 89 ;  Sun , 4 / 1 / 89 > .  The n  f i ve wee ks 
a f ter t he d i saster s i x  men i nc l u d i ng A i z az A kopya n we re pu l l ed a l i ve 
f rom t he ru i ns i n  Leni natan t D .  Star ·, Su n ,  1 3 / 1 2 / 81} > , bu t t he sa me 
Sov i e t ne ws age nc y wh i c h  or i g i na l l y  gave the wor l d  the t h r i l l i ng story 
cou l d  not f i nd t he other f i ve su r v i vors or a n y  wi t ne sses < A . P . , 
1 4 / 1 / 89 ) . 

SALMAH- E L L A .  Nove l i st Sa l ma n Rushd i e  p l ays l i terary games wi t h  myt h  
a nd real i t y .  A s  I wr i t e t h e re has be e n  bu r n i ng of h i s  boo� " T he Sa t a n i c  
Ve rses" by Brad f ordi a n  aya t o l la hs . To su ppo r t  h i s  wr i t i ng i n  t h e  
Sevent i es he was a n  adve r t i s i ng copy- wr i t e r .  Many peo p l e  i ns i G t t h a t  h e  
wro te t he A me r i ca n  Express l i ne " That ' l l  do n i ce l y" , wh i c h  he de n i e s .  
Howe ve r ,  he admi t s  t o  t hge campa i g n  f or A e r o  c hoco l a t e wi t h  i t s  puns o n  
" de l ec t a bu b b l e "  a nd " i ncred i bu bb l e" . T he K i l k  Mar ke t i ng Boa rd appare nt l y  
t u r ned down h i s  l i ne " Naughty but N i ce "  o n  cream cakes on t he grou nds 
t hat i t  l i nked cream wi t h  o bes i t y ,  bu t i t  was dusted o f f  a f t e r  h i s  
de par t u t e < I nde pe nde nt Magaz i ne ,  1 0 / 9 / 88 ) . 

BEST I AL I TY .  The C h i nese rese ntment of A f r i c a n  
re l axed sexua l mo r e s  wh i c h  l ed t o  rac i a l  t e n­
s i on i n  C h i na ' s u n i ve r s i t i e s  ear l y  t h i s  year 
was reported in depth < I ndepe nde nt , 9 / 1 / 89 > , 
i nc l ud i ng how wi t h  s i ngu l a r  bad t i mi ng ,  t he 
o f f i c i a l  New Ch i na News Agency ran a story 
f rom Bot swa na recou nt i ng how an A f r i c a n  pea­
sant had bee n  arrested for mo l e st i ng a don= 
key. The report we nt i nt o  deta i l s o f  how he 
was i nt e r ru pt ed d u r i ng t he act -- a n  i mage 
l i ke l y  t o  t ake precede nce in the mi nd o v e r  
i de o l og i c a l  f r i e nds h i p  be t ween A f r i ca n  a nd 
Chi nese peo p l e s .  Vhereas t he p i ece on t h e  
r i ght c o me s  f rom the News of t h e  �or l d  
<20/ 1 / 8 8 >  and wi t h  n o  su bsequ e nt cou r t  
case w e  suspect i t  may have be en ma d e  u p .  
I t  re mi nds u s  o f  Canadi an rocker Ron n i e  
Hawk i ns r e mi ni scence of l i f e on t he roa d :  
• r n a l l  t ha t  t i me ,  I mu st have l a i d  arou nd 
a mi l l i on g i r l s ,  a few boys and e ve n  t he 
odd goa t .  T he goat s  were n ' t too bad , e x-
cept t hat you had to go arou nd to t he 
other e nd i f  you wa nted t o  g i ve t he m  a 
k i ss . " < • Rock Bottom" by Xuck Ralcer > .  

s t ude nts '  re l a t i v e l y  

A MAN · hu bHn 
acound ol havlnl 
sex with a 1111 after 
he wu allelltdly dls· 
covered In 1 sty with 
a bottle ol shampoo 
a n d  1 1 1 r 1 1 e  
mapziM.. 

· 

T h e  3 0 - y u r-old 
man-understood · to 
be 1 d e m o l i t i o n  
worker-was. 1rnattd 
at Costeuey. neat 
Norwlol\. He chnMa 
the char&• and · wu 
yestenlay.- rtii&M4 Oft• 
balL 

COCKLESHELL HEROES . " Anxi ou s  a n g l e r s  are s t u f f i ng coc k l eshe l l s i n  
t he i r · boo t s  i n  a b i d  t o  fool v i c i ou s  o t t e r s .  �e l sh f i she r me n  c l a i m  t he 
beasts b i t e  t he i r  a nk l e s a nd re f use to l e t go u n l ess they hear the 
c rac k i ng o f  bones - - or she l l s . N < N e ws o f  the Wor l d ,  3 1 / 8 / 88 > . 
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H I - T ECH ROBBE R Y .  " On l y  t he other wee k ,  I wi t nessed o n e  s u c h  s k i nny 
wi mp comp l e t e  wi t h  mi cro a t t e mpt i ng to u n l a wf u l l y  extract l a rge amounts 
of mo ne y f r om a h i g hstreet cash d i spe nser . "  The narrator notes wi t h  
surpr i se how those i n  t he q u eue we re u ncompl a i n i ng a t  t he " l i t t l e  s ma r t  
arse equ i pped wi t h  an ama z i ng a r r a y  of r i bbon-cables and God-knows-what­
e l se a t tached t o  what l ooked u ncanni l y  l i ke :  a f o i l -wrapped cred i t  
card . " A f t e r  t e n  mi nu t e s  u nsurpr i s i ng l y  the cash d i spe nser swa l l owed t he 
card a mi d  e l ectronic f i re works . " Sad l y  t he l i t t l e  ru nt f a i l ed to l e t  go 
o f .  h i s  compu te r , " re l a tes t he wi t ness . " Seconds l a t e r  he f a i l ed to 
respond to card i ac massage . •  < Xen Onl y ,  Vol . 50 , No . 8 ,  1985 > . Wh i l e  in 
cou rt experts d i sagreed on how d i f f i cu l t  i t  wou l d  be to get cash f rom a 
hol e - i n-the-wa l l d i spe nse r  wi t h  a fake card . Les Col l i e r  had spe nt t hree 
years a nd t2 , 000 su i ng the Ha l i f a x  Bu i l di ng Soc i e t y  for t he r e t u r n  of 
t5 0 he c l a i med he d i d n ' t wi t hdraw <D. Express , 3 0 / 4 / 88 > . J ake �i l l i ams 
a l e rted us to ho l e - i n- t he - wa l l  ga ng be l i e f  poss i bi l i t i es i n  F . F .  7 ,  p9 . 

COKE RODENT . Drugs apocrypha as f ea t u red by Xessrs Roberts & Screeton 
in F . F .  1,  pp4-7 . Bow we f i nd cartoon f avou r i te Xi ghty Xouse seen 
s n i f f i ng coca i ne i na recent e p i sode . C . B. S . , whi ch c l a i med as " nu ts" the 
suggest i on by t he A me r i ca n  Fami l y  Assoc i at i on ,  sa i d  i t s hero was 
sni f f i ng f l owers < D .  Star , 1 1 / 6 / 88 > . 

PET ' S  ORDEAL . To add to ou r co l l ec t i on i n  F . F .  
7 ,  back page , t he re was P e t e  t he budg i e  - ­
" Who ' s a s i l l y boy then? h e  u sed to say - - who 
had a ma t c h  as a l eg spl i nt a nd scratched t he 
phosphorou s match-head on sa ndpaper a nd was bur­
ned to dea t h  in U ppe r Norwood , London < Ne ws o f  
t he Yor l d ,  2/ 1 0 / 88 > .  Yh i l e  a budg i e  taken t o  a 
pet shop wh i l e i ts owners we re on hol i day was 
a l l eged l y  sold by mi sta ke at Ul verst on , Cu mbr i a  
< D .  Star ,  ? / 8 / 88 > . A s  for hedgehogs < se e  

apocr ypha i n  T h e  Sha ma n ,  Jo . 2 ,  advert e l se wher e >  
i t  i s  usu a l l y  a c a t  whi c h  i s  d i scovered u nder a 
car bonne t a f t e r  a l ong j ou rne y .  A squeaki ng 
be t ween Cornwa l l  a nd De r bys h i re was f o u nd to be 
a hedgehog h i tch- h i ker whi c h  had j ou r ne yed 300 
mi les <D.  Xi rror , D .  St a r ,  D .  Te l e gra ph , 26 / 7 / -
88 > .  The accompa ny i ng cartoon comes f rom t h e  Su n 
<29/ 1 2 / 88 ) . 

o��fax 

OUT OF THE CLOSET . The hoax l e t t e r  a bou t house ho l ders u s i ng t he l oo 
often has bee n  f l u shed out aga i n -- see F . F .  5 ,  p 1 9  -- a nd T hames Wat er 
of f i c i a l s  have been spoof e d  by a con me rc hant who  s i gns o f  Xr R .  Sou l s  
<Su n ,  2 0 / 6 / 88 > . 

A I DS .  No room to u pda t e  A I DS t h i s  t i me  aga i n  bu t the Su n < 1 1 / 8 / 8 8 )  
c l a i ms  an I r i sh j ourna l i st i s  su i ng t he B . B . C . because , he c l a i ms ,  h e  
was desc r i bed as ha v i ng herpe s .  T h e  Bee b  ma i nta i ns what was rea l l y  sa i d  
was t ha t  h e  had a ha i rp i ece . Another i t e m  of conf usion had X. P . s 
de ba t i ng t he e xpor t  of bu l l s '  sperm at t he Euro Par l i a me nt i n  Brusse l s  
be i ng ba f f l ed whe n  the Engl i sh trans l a t or spoke o f  " f rozen 
sa i l ors" . . .  u nt i l  t he y  rea l i se d  he meant " f roze n semen" <Su n ,  1 9 / 8 / 88 > . 

ABOM I NABLE CHEE K .  Top c l i mbe r A l a n  H i nkes was c l i mb i ng Ke l u ngst e ,  a 
24 , 000f t T i be tan pea k .  On t h i s  H i ma l a yan exped i t i on he f ou nd h i s  to i l e t  
pa per had bee n  s t o l e n  and b l amed a desperate yet i .  " There were n o  o t he r  
a n i ma l s  or peop l e  n e a r  u s , • h e  sa i d  woe f u l l y  <Su nday Sport , 26 / 6 / 88 > .  

2 5  
B E N E A T H  T H E  C I T Y .  T hose a l l i ga t o rs i n  t he se we r s  u nder Ne w Y o r k  g a t  a 

degree o f  s u ppo r t  w h e n  a spokesman f o r  t he N .  Y .  De p t . of E n v i r o n me n t a l  
P r o t ec t i o n ,  A nd r e w  M�Ca r t hy ,  s u gg e s t e d  o n e  l i ve d  t he r e a t t a r  ha v i ng bee n  
f l u s he d  down a t o i l e t , ha v 1 ng ou t grown i t s a q ua r i u m .  U n t i l ,  t ha t  i s ,  
one f i nd s  h i s  depa r t me n t  has a 9 e s t e d  < T - s h i r t e d  ac � u a l l y >  i n t e r e s t  
whe re i t s t5 ga r me n t s  proc l a i m  " The Lege nd L i v e s M , t e a t u r i ng t he beast 
wea r i ng s u n - g l a sses c l a mbe r i ng ou t of a ma n ho l e  ( D .  T e l e g ra p h ,  2? / 6 / 88 > . 

BACKMAS K I NG .  Ve l ooked at Sa t a n i s m  a nd r o c k  ' n ' r o l l i n  F . F .  6 ,  p l 2 . 
Now V o i c e  of t he Be e h i ve s t a r  Me l i ssa Be l l a nd i s  be i ng t e r r o r i sed by t wo 
or t h r e e  me na c i ng l e t t e rs a we e k .  " I t ' s  r ea l l y  c r e e py , • s h e  sa y s .  " Ha l f  
t he l e t t e rs a r e  wr i t t e n  bac k wa r ds and whe n I t a k e  t he m  t o  t he mi r r o r  
t he y  sa y b i z a r r e  me ssages . "  < D .  � r ro r ,  2 0 / 1 2 / 88 > . Oz z y  Os bou r n e  f ou nd 
h i mse l f  on t he 1 3 t h  of t he mo n t h  wi t h  a f u l l  mo o n  a nd 1 3  c r e w  me mbe rs ,  
t he n  a wages b i l l  w h i c h  c a me  t o !666 a nd t he w i l d ma n ' s t o u r  was bese t 
w i t h  u ps e t s  a nd i l l ne ss .  He b l a me d  i t  on t he De v i l i  we he s i t a t e  t o  
s u ggest t he roc k ' n ' r o l l l i f e s t y l e  h a d  a ny t h i ng t o  do w i t h  i t  < D .  S t a r ,  
25 / 7 / 88 ) . t he n  Oz z y ' s  h i t " Su i c i d e  So l u t i o n "  - a bo u t  t he d a nge rs o f  
a l c oho l , n o t  a dea t h  i nv i t a t i on - was be i ng b l a me d  f or f a ns ' dea t hs 
< Ne ws of t he Vor l d > , w h i l e  t hr e e  N e w  Zea l a nde r s ' d e a t hs we r e  b l a me d  o n  
s u b t l y- n a me d  G o t h i c  roc kers J o h n ny a n d  t he Fou r s k i ns < D .  S t a r ,  Su n ,  
2 4 / 9 / 88 ) . Fami l i es i n  N e vada c l a i med " su b l i mi na l  me ssages" o n  J udas 
P r i e s t ' s  L.  P .  �· s t a i ned C l ass• promp t e d  t wo y o u n g  men t o  s ho o t  each o t he r  
i n  a c h u r c h ya r d , s u gge s t i ve o f  a su i c i de pac t  <Su n ,  1 2? 1 0 / 88 ) . 

:They'.re--riof made· ! 
by hoaxers. 

They' re not made ' 
-: by �elicopters ; - � j 
,They' re not made. l 
: by whirlw,!nds ::�:��-.:�:: . . . . , ? � -
f:W.h�t ?I� .. !!J,e.Y. � ,� ·.:�;. 

< C o n t i nu e d  f r o m  
Pag e  7 )  

past three to totir millen.ia on which the circle· otj standing corn now grows." · · _ · · ;  · :. � . · · The beauty · ot connecting ancient sites to th1 circles riddle 1.! tha.t· lt underpins the otheiWise dubious repetitiousness ot the appearances at set sites each year. I t  may. also explain the geometrical form. Here could be the chance tor earth mysteries atllclanadoes - archaeologists,. 1 too - to dUcover whether the circles are on the site oc tumult. Th1s should not be too dlttlcult a , task. . 
... - -· - ..... - _·_ j 

SPIRAL F O R MATION ; . ��
-�ere we need to envUa.ge at what Umes : 

would be the moijt likely occurrence tor an earrh 
d.Lscha.rge which would create the circle. 

�e:a� who claim to experience ley power ( for , 
t ot a better term ) · say lt has a spiral : 7o�ation - an energy vortex. So surely land 

! with a !mown history ot circle formation could be ' 
tor energy by a competent· dowser 

. �����rope are planted, and then a co�elation 
be made 11 and when circles appear· 

th i Thua we could tind energy dUchar� � 
h� I root cause There could even be· g 

. ma.iillested. and so we would.- be. very close to 
! getting back to !lying .sa.�ce�; �l?g aro�d In 
1 circles so to speak. · -· : ... .... ' ·�· · · t �- How�ver · I doubt 11 u1ology 1.8 on the mind 0 

' Colln . A n dr e w s ,  a a e n l o r, e n g i n e e r  . . w i th 
I Hampshire' a .Test Valley· Borough O>uncU.- Aa 
I co-ordinator· of the circles probe, hl.a machine� 
I are being monitored every tour �oun to� �� ten., 
I week period. . . · , d1ng They Include gadgetry capable o. recor 

lnuta sounds a.nd abnormal chAnges In mag . I �ettc tielda and t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  Intra- red

. 

I camenus a.nd v1d&OII. They are trained on a top­
: secret large t1eld typical ot the 70 or so In Britain 
, where the phenomenon occurred l.a.st year, many 

ln���. my b1end.l, may 
.
or .may not be 

blowing In the wind, but we may find . �  ��w� 
.��a.nlng !�r

-
�� �rm crop -���o.n. . , ·  ,. :;.·.c-� 

1 s :· __ .THEr Sl.Jt-r.:·. Monaay; Fabruary 13, 1989 1 . _ 

- Ba
-
ll.oons:: b"ld to .  -���7i�:?v�y;:��:����:���� 

The· h e l i u m - O iled balloons were .. 
launched from Hong Kong and the 

f• d I t reward money was raised by 21 . 

In Os army- ���s�Pt�ts�1pri��e�1��!d h
s�ui 

be alive in lndochina. • 
At least 2. 400 are officially miss­

SIX HUNDRED balloons .wi l l  ��nd \��
5-

in the ' war which ended In 
· "Cln • , , vodk.l • • • pow­

dend rl'l>l�eroa llbom1" 



2. 6  MAGAZINES 
BOOKS 

NOR T H E R N  U FO �fElt'S .  S i x  f o r L6 . B .  C h e q u e s / POs pa ya b l e  t o " N U FON" . F r o m  
3 7  Hea t h ba n lc  Road , Chead l e  He a t h ,  S t oc k po r t , C h e s h i r e ,  S K 3  O U P .  Nu.. 
� J e n n y  Ra nd l e s '  e d i t or i a l  on cove r - u p  q u e s t i o n ;  Re nd l es h a m  
r e v i s i ted ; S t re i  be r ' s " Co mmu n 1 o n . " U su a l  t o p i c s  each i ssue a r e  maj or 
a r t i c l e s  e l se wh e r e , IJFOs in t he med i a ,  news rou nd - u p ,  case h l st o r i es a nd 
b r i e f  mode r n  cases , p l u s books . � ·  Rend l e s h a m  e d i t o r i a l  a nd more 
o n  T i m  Good a nd cove r - u ps .  No . 1 2 9 .  J . R . on a ma z i ng r i se in U FO cove rage 
i n  med i a .  No. 1 3 0 .  Sca nda l ou s  saga of a l l e ged a bd uc t i o n a nd separate 
wo ma n  who had bed room a bd u c t i on e x pe r i e nce pe r h a ps t r i gg e r e d  b y  F a l l e n ' s 
• oy nast y• med i c a l  r e ve l a t i o n s .  N o .  1 3 1 . E d i tor i a l  on Su nda y Spor t ' s  U FO 
· co v e r a ge " ; r l k l e y  pt 1 .  No . 1 32 .  Y U FOS be h a v i o u r  ove r Rou n d h a y  Pa r k ,  
Leeds , case ; I l k: l e y  p t  2 .  N o .  1 3 3 . Su n d a y  S po r t  t rashed ; mys t e r y  
c i rc l e s .  N o .  1 3 4 . lt' i de l y - r e po r t e d  G r e a t  Oc t obe r 27 L i gh t .  

UFO B R I G A N T I A .  J ou r na l o f  t he I nde pe nd e n t  U FO Ne t wo r k .  B .  S i x  f o r  t7 ; 
s i ng l e  i ssue t l . 25 ;  U . S . $ 2 0 .  P a ya b l e  to M. Dag l ess ,  19 Be l l mou n t  
G a r de ns , B ra m l e y ,  Leeds . � ·  U FOs o v e r  Ba r ns l e y ; Pa u l  F u l l e r  a nd 
du b i ou s  vo r t ex t h eor y ; L i vi ngst on c l ose e nc ou n t e r  re v i s i ted ; Rou ndha y  
P a r k:  abdu c t i o n mys t e r y ;  J o h n  L e a r ' s  b i z a r re be l i e f s  i n  f u l l ;  l i ve l y  
l e t t e r s . N o . 3 4 . Pha n t om a i rc ra f t  rou nd- u p  a nd a na l ys i s ;  s t r a nge 
i nc i de n t  a nd poss i b l e  t i me - s l i p a nd a bd u c t i on ;  Y U FOS l u nacy over 
Rou nd ha y l i ke l y h oa x ;  ve r y  reada b l e  mi sce l l a n y  of u f o l g i ca l  h a p pe n i ngs . 
� The 1 95 7  S i l pho Moor re t r i e va l  r e v i s i t e d  and no I d i d  n o t  
s u g g e s t  " i t w a s  o n  d i sp l a y  i n  a f i s h  a nd c h i p s hop" a s  q u o t ed < t r y i ng t o  
r i va l  Su nda y Spo r t ,  A nd y ? > ;  t hose Ba r ns l e y  U FO p i x ;  c ha n ne l l ed 
commu n i c a t i o ns ; UFO a bd u c t i ons and Ce l t i c  c o n n e c t i on . 

� Q of ST A R  Fe l l ows h i p .  Fou r f or t2 . P a ya b l e  to J .  Godda rd , 25 
A l be r t  Road , Add l es t one , We y br i dge , Su r re y ,  KT 1 5  2 P X .  H o .  1 1 .  Thought­
provo k i ng ed i t or i a l  on poss i b l e  co n s p i r ac y 
t he o r y  ove r n o n - re p l i ca t i o n of " Ga i a  l a w" ; 
c u t t i ngs re pr odu ced f ro m  Na t i ona l I nq u i re r 
a nd D .  M i r r or ; l a t e Tony lt'edd on c o n t a c t e e s ;  
P h i l i p Hese l t on on a l l ot e c h no l og y  < c on t .  1 2 > . 
�· H a r mo n y  on med i c i n e  a nd mu s i c  me ssage 
r e l a yed b y  T. Vedd f rom 1 96 0 ;  " spac e •  message 
r e ga rd i ng B. M .  < e a r t h  mys t e r i es ) and how J o h n  
M i c he l l  d i ve r t e d  a n  educa t i on p r o g r a mme  a i med 
at ge t t i ng Ea r t h  i n t o  t he Ga l ac t i c  C o n f e d e r a ­
t i on < ! ! ! > ; J e sus i n  K a s h mi r ;  a nd no t e n t i re l y  
sc e p t i c a l  c o mme n t a r y  on t he A i r f i x  mode l W . W .  
I l  bombe r o n  Moon Su nda y Spo r t  sea m ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  

TOUCHSTON E .  Q ma g  o f  Su r re y  Ea r t h  Mys t e r i es 
Grou p _ add r e ss , p r i ce as A ms ka ya . � 
F i e l d  t r i p  r e po r t s  a nd c o u n c i l s '  s t one e r e c t ­
i on ;  Y a t e l e y s t one c i rc l e  s pec u l a t i o n ;  a l l o­
t ec bno l og y < a l so 1 9 > l e t t e r s ,  notes a n d  news .  
No . 19 . R e p o r t  o n  h o l i d a y  i n  Pu mpsa i n t t e r r =  
esst r i a l  z od i ac ;  T h e  L e y  H u n t e r  moo t  r e po r t .  

AFTER Manchtsttr City Banana Power a11othtr plastic pht!IOmtnon i.! sprouting from Second Divi.!ion ttrracts. Pink pantlltn, escorted by 
supporun of Stoke City, art on tltL prowl. Meanwhrle Maine Road 
cannot kup up wult tlte demand for big bona11as: as no British manu­
facturtr r.an mULUII!. tvtr vrowtn� dtmfllld an urgent call lros gone to .::::::: I nde pe nde n t ,  2 1 / 1 / 89 1 -------

NORT H E R N  E A RT H  �YST E R !ES . J ou r na l oi t he N o r t hern Ear t h  �yste r i es 
Grou p .  t l  s i ng l e  copy ; L2 - 5 0  f o r  t h r e e . Pa ya b l e  to " N O R T H E R N  E A RT H  
M.YSTER I ES . Ed i t or R o b  '.l' i l so n ,  1 03 De rbys h i r e Lane , N o r t o n  Lees , 
She f f i e l d  �3 9EN . N o . 37 . Compr e he ns 1 va re po r t  on N o r t he r n  M.oot by 
J i mmy Godda rd � ou t  � l l t he re aga i n  i n  h i s  own Tou c ns t o ne ( No .  20 
e xc e p t  f o r  name d i i f e r e nces - see bow acc u ra t e  we are S t e v e  a na G i l l i a n  
- wi t h  Ra l pb K nu t t / N u t t a nd Penny S n a pe / Sne e ; p l u s more P h i l i p  He se l t o n 
a l l ot ec h no l ogy > , p l u s  wr i t e - u p  of f o l l o w i ng da y ' s I i e l d t r t p . A r t i c l e s  
o n  Lot h i a n  s i t e s , wi tchcra i t  a n d  f a mo u s  he r mi t ; s t a nd i ng Y o r Ksn 1 re 
ma y po l e s  a nd c e l e brat i o ns ; lt'est � i t t o n  Bu r n i ng of Ba r t l a  1 988 c e r e mony ; 
book re v i e ws a nd me e t i ngs .  

B U N KERS U N DE R  LONDON b y  N I G E L  P E N N I CK 
Va l knu t P roduc t i ons , 1 4 2  Pheasant R i se , Bar H 1 l l , Cambr t dge , CB3 �SD . 

t2 . 25 , i ne p& p >  

E xpa nded t h i rd ed i t i o n  of N i ge l ' s  20-year i nve s t i gat i on i nt o  t he 

ca p i t a l 6s s u bt e r raneanea . I t  is No .  2 i n  h i s T he Tu be Ra t l wa ys of London 

se r i e s .  Mo re t ha n  co nsp i racy t he o r y  t e r r i t o r y . and as w i t h  a l l  that i s  

l i t t l e  k nown has a t t ra c t e d  muc h  u r ba n l ege nd , t he U nde rgrou na i s  more 

t ha n  j u s t  a mode r n  commu t e r  H i e ro n y mo u s  Bos c b  sce na r i o .  f ro m  a 

h i s t or i c a l  be g i n n i ng de t a i l i ng bow a f t e r  � . lt' .  I a c i v i l de f e nc e  

programme was f o r mu l a t e d  ready f o r  t he re peat pe r f o r ma nc e .  t he r e  i s  a 

deta i l e d  accou n t  of Down S t r e e t  s t a t i on ' s c o n ve r s i o n  a nd t he c u st o m­

bu i l t  bu nkers f or ward p l a n n i ng .  T h e re i s  p l e n t y o f  soc i a l  h i s� o r y  a�o u t  

d i sa t e r s ,  d i s i n f ormat i o n ,  myt ho l og i c a l  B l i t z ,  d i sease a nd kaz t s ,  s p t vs 

a nd so o n .  f ro m  t he Home Front , P e n n i c k  moves to t h e  pos t wa r  pe r i od .  D i d  

y o u  know Kaj agoogoo made a p o p  promo v i de o  down Goodge S t re e t  bu n ke r  i n  

1 9 8 4  a nd t hat e p i sodes o f  " Or  'tlho" a nd " Bl ak e ' s Se ven" bad Ca md e n  Town 

b u n k e r  as a l oc a t i o n .  
F . F .  readers w i l l  b e  i nt e rested i n  P e n n i c k ' s comme n t  t ha t  • wh a t e v e r  

t he s t o r i es o n e  b e a r s  o f  c l andest i ne t u n ne l s  f ro m  t i me t o  t i me ,  a nd 

t he re i s  a huge u rb a n  f o l k l ore i n  t h i s  area , i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t ha t  t h e y  

e x i st u nd e r  Par l i ame n t . "  Pe r haps someone w i l l  n o w  sugge s t  t ha t  

a u t ho r i z a t i on f or t he east coast ma i n  l i ne e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  was g i ve n  bu t 

such wou l d  not be granted f o r  t he 'tlest Cou n t r y  bound l i ne o u t of 

Padd i ng t o n  as i t  i s  proof agai nst powe r f a i l u re s  a nd t he bu nkers of t he 

Nat i ona l Sea t  of Gove r n me nt are on i t s rou t e . 

Se r i ou s l y ,  t h i s  book w i l l  appea l to r a p i d  t ra ns po r t  bu f f s ,  � . V .  1 1  

Home Front a f f i c i anadoes and t hose c o nc e rn e d  t ha t  we have a t wo- t i e r  

syst e m  f o r  su r v i v i ng wars . I t  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  e voca t i ve a rc h i ve 

phot ogra phs , or i g i na l  and s pec i a l l y-drawn p l a ns ,  ma ps a nd d i agr a ms .  

Para no i ds bewa r e . 

BROOKS I DE DRAMA BECOMES REAL I T Y 

A d r a ma t i c  s c e n e w r i t t e n  bY a t e l e v i s i o n s s r � P t w� i t e r  . f o r  •• t h e  
s o a P  o P e r a  B r o o k s i d e h a s  b e e n  t y r n e d  1 n t o t a � t  b ,  a � r t s l  • c o -
i rl c i d e n c e . C OL ]  . 

R d -. . '· " · 1 1  t 1 rr b l -M i  1 1  i o:• n s  ,, f v i .: w e r· s  s a w  P •:d l •: e �. a n  O:• l_. •:• r· �. �� l _ s � J  1 � a c r o s s  a c o r P s e  i n  M o n d a Y n l g h t · s e P t s o d � u t  t h � � h a n n � l 4 
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s e r i e s .  ( QL J t · - tt· - · p - 1 i r -.J u s t  90 m i n u t e s  a f t .: r· t h e  P r: c• g r .a rn m e  w t: rr _ _ , ·:o � t  .. .. � �  � l r ,  
,. 'J s P •) t . C OL J w e r· e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g a r· e a l l t t- o:.- d .: .a t r! a t  � .,, .a ,_ t l  • t h � . s .a ���

. T h e  b o d Y o f  a m i d d l e - a g e d _ ma n  w a s t o Y � d  Y n � €: �  a � a l l W� Y  
E d g e  H i l l  b r· i d g e  ( l'l D J f r· •:o rr1 w t'1 e r· t- h t- l S  t h •:O IJ g h t  t •.• h a v �  t a 1 1 � n C M D J  a t  

� i d i n g s  i n  P i c t o n  R o -a d , L l v e r P o o l . [ QL J  . _ . . -- A p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e b o d Y  J u s �  va r 1 s  t- r u m w h � r w  
c a m e r a  c r e w s  w e r e  f i 1 m i n � _ f i v e w e e � s  e a � l � e � - � �L J _ _ _  n 

s � r i P t w r i t e r  M r  J l m m Y  M c U o v e r n ,  3� , w h u  � h � s � . t h �  � u � a � l . n : . 
5 .i i d 1 a s t r• i g h t : " " I f t h i s � •J"i' 1'1 a s g •:• t . � rr ·y t a m 1 h·· I 1T1 r· � a 1 1 ( s O:• r· r· Y 
f n r t h e m  C M D J  i t  l o o k s  r .a t h t- r  c a l l o u s . · � ( �� ] . . . . He s a i d  h .:.- t h •:"J g h t  t h e '"' b l e -a k  a ro d  o:.- .: r· l � · ·  . .  s l d Ho � s  w e r· t- .J u s t  t h � 
� i n d o f  P l -a c e  h e  1 ma g 1 n e d  b o d 1 t- s  m 1 g h t  b �  t- u u n d . ( UL � . . " " 8 u t w I' I "" rr s •:• llo e O:• rl e f i rr d s .a •: r::• r· P s .: t h e s .a Ill e r.� 1 � h t C• t t �· � . . . b ,-, I t e P i s 0 d .: ( 1'1 [I J t h .a t r· e a 1 1 ..,. s h � 1: e s m.:- •J P • I d O:• rr · t t h 1 r. k I 1 1 w r l t � a - J 
c ·H· P s e s a g a i r1 , .- .. · h .:  a d d t' d .  ( I,�L J - ?. A .  2 5/ 1 / �9. 



2 8  ENDLINES 
We l l ,  t h i s  i ssue see ms to have nad a g e s t a t i on a k i n to t ha t  of a 
pac hyderm. I hope t he wa i t  was wor t h wh i l e  a n d  we ' l l c on t i nu e  to g i ve you 
more o f  the same more regu l a r l y  < d e spi t e  d e t ractors > .  P r i ces have bee n  
r i s i ng a n d  I ' m  sorry t o  f ee l  obl i ge d  t o  ra i se t h e  f ou r - i ssu e su b to L 4  
f rom t h i s  i ssue . I t h i n k  w e  g i ve va l u e f or mone y .  A c o p y  w i l l  l as t  you 
mu c h  l onger than a pi nt of bi t t e r . 

· 

We ' ve ma i nt a i ned 28 pages , t i g ht l y  pa c k e d  wi t h  e xce l l e n t  a r t i c l es a n d  
a wry l ook at happe n i ngs wor l d wi d e .  I t ' s a n  i mprove me n t  on t he f i rs t  t wo 
i ssu eS, wh i c h were pri n t ed by II1'f f a t he r ,  who sad l y  passed a wa y  l a st 
Nove mbe r .  it was be who i nt roduced me to the C h i n e se rest a u r a n t  whi c h  
served k i t-e-kat r u mo u r  a n d  t he q u a l i ty c a r  so l d  b y  t h e  a ggr i eved wi'f e 
f or a f i ve r .  

Y e  c l ose t hese n o t e s  wi t h  F .  F . ' s  base , Ha r t l e poo l , i n  t he news wi t h  
a c t r ess G l enda J a c k sonbe i ng rumoured a s  a pproached t o  b e  La bou r  
Par l i a me ntary cand i da t e  f or t he const i t u e ncy a nd T V ' s  - rbe N e w  
Sta t e s � n "  coi nc i de nt a l l y  proc l a i mi ng t he t o wn a s  t h e  p l ace where 
B r i t a i n ' s o l dest mogg i e - Rees- Xogg - had d i ed a n d  wa6 t o  be e a t e n  by 
i t s e rstwh i l e  own e r s . Does F. F . , pe rha ps , b r i n g  a c u l t u r a l  presence to 
H ar t l e pool and i mprove i t s i mag e ?  Or d i d  1 bear a prof e ssi ona l 
f o l k l or i st mu t t e r  - Ha r t l e poo l h a s  got t he ma ga z i n e  i t  d e se r ve s " . 

ADVANCE ORDERS ARE SOUGHT FOR THE FOLLOW I NG PUBL I CA T I ON 

Y O R K S H I R E H O L Y WE L L S 
A N D  S A C R E D  S P R I N G S  

b y  Edna Vbe l a n  a n d  I a n  Ta y l or 

Ava i l a b l e  Ka y 1 989 f rom:  

Northern L igh ts, P. O. Box 1 1 3, 
Dunni ng ton , YORK. YOl 5NG 

I SBN 1 869939 09 3 - P ri ce L2 . 95 

T h i s  vol u•e conl a i ns d� la i l s  of over  80 We l l s a nd is the only u j o r  contupor a r y  survey of these s i te s  i n  
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